Contents

PREFACE
LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS

1. CHAUCER’S ATTITUDE TOWARD ASTROLOGY

1. The Nature of Belief
2. Chaucer’s Comments in the T'reatise on the Astrolabe
3. The Debate about Predestination
7 4. Augustinian and Boethian Ideas About Fate
" and Astrology L
¥, Fourteenth-Century Views of Astrology
3‘; Artistic Expressions of Providence, Astrology,
and Free Will

@ CONVENTIONS AND POSSIBILITIES OF ASTROLOGY

Church Decoration and Astrology

Dante’s Metaphorical Cosmology

Astrology and Mythology

Astrology and Mythology in the Knight's Tale
and Troslus and Criseyde

5. Astrology as a Rhetorical Device

e Bom

III. THE COMPLAINT OF MARS

Historical Allegory

Versions of the Mars and Venus Story
Astrological Significance of the Conjunction
The Myth and the Mythographers
Iconographic Treatments of Mars and Venus
The Proem to the Complaint

The Astrological Section of the Poem

The Complaint of the Complain:

I N A

IV. THREE ASTROLOGICAL CRUXES
1. The April Date in the General Prologue
2. The Wife of Bath’s Horoscope
3. Troilus Among the Spheres: A Survey and a
Suggestion

X

XVil

12
21

29
37

44
51

51
57
62



Contents

V. ASTROLOGY IN THE MAN OF LAW’S TALE

1. The Narrator, Providence, and Romance

2. Attitudes in the Headlink and the Prologue

3. The Narrator, Bernard Silvestris, and Astral
Determinism

4. The Horoscope

Chaucer, The Man of Law, and the Treatment of

the Sources
6. Providence, Means, and Ends

™

TIME AND TIDE IN THE FRANKLIN’S TALE

1. Mediaeval Tidal Theory and the Disappearance of
the Rocks '
2. Science, Magic, and “Gentilesse”

VII. THE PARSON’S PROLOGUE

1. The Time of Day and the Sign of Libra
2. The Symbolism of Libra
3. The Significance of the Scales and the Crucifixion

APPENDIX. THE WORKINGS OF ASTROLOGY: “BREDE AND
MILKE FOR CHILDEREN”

INDEX

192
192
199

208
219

234
241
245

245
259

272
272
280
287

298
307



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


