DAILY LIFE OF

AFRICAN
AMERICAN
SLAVES IN THE
ANTEBELLUM
SOUTH

PAUL E.TEED AND
MELISSA LADD TEED

The Greenwood Press Daily Life Through History Series

@MGREENWOOD

An Imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC
Santa Barbara, California * Denver, Colorado



CONTENTS

Preface
Introduction
Timeline of Events

Glossary
1. ECONOMIC LIFE

The Planters’ Economy

The Agricultural Cycle

The Chesapeake and Tobacco
Cotton

Sugar

Rice

Slave Hiring

Reproduction and the “Fancy Trade”
Domestic Work

Independent Production

Document: Solomon Northup,
Twelve Years a Slave (1853)

1X
X111
XiX

XX1ii

o U W =

11
15
18
20
24
27
29

33



DOMESTIC LIFE

The Slave Trade

Bonds of Affection
Courtship and Marriage
Pregnancy and Childbirth
Parenting Enslaved Children

Document: Henry Brown, Narrative of the Life
of Henry Box Brown (1851)

MATERIAL LIFE
Food

Slave Quarters
Clothing

Documents: Interview with Tempie Cummins (1937)
and Charles Ball, Slavery in the United States (1837)

RELIGIOUS LIFE

The African Spiritual Legacy
Christianity and Conversion
Origins of the Black Church
Religion and Daily Life
Religion and Rebellion

Document: Peter Randolph, Sketches of Slave Life: Or,
Illustrations of the “Peculiar Institution™ (1855)

POLITICAL LIFE

Paternalism: The Ideology of Plantation Government
The Politics of Fieldwork

The Politics of the Big House

Disrupting the Plantation Hierarchy

Enslaved People and American Politics

Document: Louis Hughes, Thirty Years a Slave:
From Bondage to Freedom (1896)

Contents

39
40
46
51
57
59

62
67
69
81
87

91
97
99
105
109
113
117

120
125
126
131
136
139
144

148



Contents vii

6. INTELLECTUAL LIFE 153
Slavery and Literacy in the Antebellum South 155
The Meanings of Literacy 162
Slave Narratives: Ex-Slaves as Organic Intellectuals 166

Folk Medicine: Healing Knowledge in the Slave
Community 172

Document: Thomas Jones, The Experience
of Thomas H. Jones, Who Was a Slave for

Forty-Three Years (1862) 175
7. RECREATIONAL LIFE 179
Music 180
Dancing 188
Holidays and Festivities 191
Children’s Games 196
Storytelling 197
Document: William Wells Brown,
My Southern Home (1880) 202
Bibliography 207

Index 215



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


