
THE RUSSIAN NOBILITY IN THE AGE OF
ALEXANDER I

Patrick O’Meara

BLOOMSBURY ACADEMIC
LONDON • NEW YORK • OXFORD • NEW DELHI • SYDNEY



CONTENTS

Preface ix
A Note on the Text xiii
List of Plates xv
Map : The provinces of European Russia xvi

Part I
RUSSIA’S NOBLE ESTATE (SOSLOVIE)

Chapter 1
RUSSIAN SOCIETY AND NOBILITY FROM 1801 3

The nobility ’s privileges and legal status 3
Developments in the eighteenth century  3

The impact of Alexander I’s accession 6
Corporate identity and social cohesion 8

Chapter 2
DEFINITIONS OF THE NOBILITY’S STANDING 15

Social status and state service 15
Wealth , poverty , serfs 20
Sources of the nobility ’s social prestige 26

Part II
EDUCATING THE RUSSIAN NOBILITY

Chapter 3
PARENTAL SUPERVISION, FOREIGN TUTORS AND LANGUAGE
ACQUISITION 33

Home education and foreign tutors 34
Career paths and social mobility 38
Language , bilingualism and its consequences 42

Chapter 4
EDUCATIONAL ASPIRATION AND INSTITUTIONAL REALITY 53

Speranskii and the 1809 education reform 53
The nobility ’s alma mater  56
The Corps of Pages and Cadets 58
The Noblemen ’s Regiment 59
The Tsarskoe Selo Lycee 60



VI Contents

The nobility ’s input : The Column -leaders ’ Academy 64
Boarding schools (pansiony ) in Moscow and St Petersburg 66
Boarding schools for girls 68
The nobility ’s educational attainment and reaction to it 70

PartHI
THE NOBILITY IN LOCAL GOVERNMENT

AND ADMINISTRATION

Chapter 5
THE NOBILITY AS OFFICE HOLDERS 77

Provincial administration : Organization and structures 78
The marshal of the nobility : The role and its functions 79
The marshal : A Nizhnii Novgorod case study 81
Receiving royalty 83
The marshal ’s role in the Patriotic War 84
The provincial governor 86
The provincial nobility : A reluctant service gentry 89

Chapter 6
THE NOBLE ASSEMBLY IN PROVINCIAL LIFE 99

The noble assembly : Constitution and elections 99
The noble assembly ’s agenda 102
‘The Government Inspector ’ 104
The noble assembly in action : Health and wealth 106
District courts , bribery and corruption 109
The administration of provincial cultural life 113

Part IV
THE TSAR, THE NOBILITY AND REFORMING RUSSIA

Chapter 7
THE ALEXANDRINE NOBILITY: POLITICS AND POWER 123

Alexander I and his court : The throne and its service class 123
Alexander I and Napoleon at Tilsit : Reaction in Russia 128
Alexander I and his relationships with Russia’s leading statesmen 131
M. M. Speranskii : Unwelcome bellwether of reform 131
V. P. Kochubei : From devotion to indifference 137
M. S. Vorontsov : From devotion to humiliation 138
A. A. Arakcheev : From devotion to deference 140
Klemens von Metternich : Friendship ’s ‘five-year cycle’ 143
Assessments of Alexander Is leadership 144



Contents vii

Chapter 8
ALEXANDERI, THE NOBILITY AND CONSTITUTIONALISM 149

Alexander I as a would -be constitutional monarch 150
‘Practical legal study for Russian citizens : The Naumov affair 153
Alexander Is constitution for Poland : The response of Russia’s nobility 155
The music of constitutions ’ among Russia’s nobility 160
Nobility views of a Russian Rechtsstaat,  the rule of law and the West 165
Assessments of Alexander I’s constitutional intentions 170

PartV
GOVERNMENT , NOBILITY AND THE ‘PEASANT QUESTION’

Chapter 9
APPROACHES TO SERF REFORM FROM ABOVE 175

Alexander I and the peasant question 175
The 1803 law: Prelude to serf emancipation ? 178
The false dawn of serf emancipation 182

Chapter 10
APPROACHES TO SERF REFORM FROM BELOW 189

The nobility and emancipation : Pro et contra 189
N. I. Turgenev and the reformers 191
Official reaction to reformist initiatives 195
The proposed ‘Society of Benevolent Landowners ’ 197
M. S. Vorontsov and noblemen -abolitionists 202
N. N . Muraviev : A government official makes the case for reform 204
V. N . Karazin : A Ukrainian landowner ’s opinion 205
Traditionalists hold the line 207

Part VI
THE RADICAL NOBILITY CHALLENGES AUTOCRACY

Chapter 11
GOVERNMENT AND THE NOBILITY: REFORM VERSUS CONTROL 215

Public opinion and reformist expectations before and after 1812 215
The social and political impact on Russia’s nobility of Napoleon ’s defeat 218
Decembrist views of 1812’s impact on Russia’s nobility 224
The status quo in post -war Russia : Challenged but unchanged ? 225
Censorship and ideological pressure 227
G. M. Iatsenkov and Dukh zhurnalov  versus the censor 229
The censors ’ intensified post -war vigilance 231
Social control and the secret police : Some case files 234



Contentsviii

Chapter 12
THE SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CULTURE OF THE DECEMBRISTS 241

The post - 1812 generation : The emergent Decembrist fronde 241
Individual paths to dissidence 243
Defining and quantifying ‘Decembrists ’ 247
‘Decembrists without December ’ 252

Chapter 13
THE DECEMBRISTS’ FAILURE TO RADICALIZE THE RUSSIAN NOBILITY 259

Reaction to Alexander I’s death ; eyewitnesses on 14 December 1825 259
Decembrist critiques and retrospective views of Alexander Is reign 264
The Decembrists ’ reputation following the uprising 267
Creating an official historical record 274
The Decembrists and the political future of the Russian nobility 275

Afterword 281
A Note on Sources 285
Notes 289
Appendix 339
Bibliography 341
Index 355


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]


