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CuapTer II. THE SeiriTs. BELIEF
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CONTENTS

Definition of religion. Rites not strictly religious: i.—Cult
of sacred stones; rerminus, lapis, silex, lapis manalis.
ii.—Magic; private magic, spells, devotiones, charms;
magic in public rites, magic stones, etc., /ustratio, the
Lupercalia, amulets and wreaths., iii.—Taboo; on per-
sons, animals, things, places and days, on the Flamen
Dialis. Relation of magic and religion.

Animism; spirits maleficent, neutral and friendly. i.—
Local spirits in springs, rivers, groves, and trees; spirits of
the household, Ianus, Vesta, Penates, Lar Familiaris,
Genius. ii.— Functional spirits; developed from local
spirits or always functional; spirits of the agricultural
year, sowing and harvest etc.; spirits of pastoral life.
Opposing tendencies to specialization of function and
development of personality.

Passage from spell to prayer. Two parts of worship,
offering and prayer, The four caerimoniae. i.—Sacri-
ficium: a) offerings; bloodless offerings and animal sacri-
fice; paterfamilias as priest; motive of offering; #) prayer,
its content and form; tendency to formalism; the Parilia
as typical sacrificium. ii—Lustratio; its two forms.
fii.—Piaculum. iv.—Votum, the contract idea. Divina-
tion, private and public. Attitude to the dead; Lemuria
and Parentalia, Di Manes, Lares. Connexion of Roman
animism with morality; its value as religion.
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CuaprTer IV. THe Gobps. ANTHROPOMORPHISM AND
FOREIGN CULTS oo

Historic Rome. Animism gives place to polytheism and
anthropomorphism. Contact with other peoples. Etruria,
temples, altars, and cult-statues, The Di Novensiles.
Greek deities from Italian sources; from Greek sources,
Apollo of Cumae and the Sibyl. Greek gods introduced
by Sibylline oracles; Greek customs, Judi, lectisternium,
supplicatio. Consequent changes; emotion, anthropo-
morphic legends, religion of the poets. Worship of
abstract ideas; cult of the State; cult of the Emperor.
Effect of anthropomorphism,

CuaprTeEr V. THE Gobps. InsTiTUuTIONAL RELIGION.
THE STATE-CULT. oo

Settlements on hills of Rome; synoecism and State-cult,
Adaptation of rustic festivals and new urban festivals.
The priesthoods; the king as priest; i—Individual
priests, rex sacrorum and flamines. ii.—Group-priests,
the Vestal virgins. iii.—The great Colleges, the augurs,
the pontifices, their ceremonial duties and care of the jus
divinum. State-cult remote from the ordinary man,
Popularity and growth of cult of Iuppiter. Effects of
State religion at Rome. Reforms of Augustus; Caesar-
worship.

CuaprTER VI. EmoTiON AND MysTICcIsSM. THE ORIENTAL

Introduction of foreign cults. Bacchus and the Magna
Mater, emotion and orgy: Isis and abstinence; Mi-
Bellona; the Dea Syria and the Baals, Sol Invictus.
Mysticism and the future life; the Republican period;
resurrection dramas, Attis, Osiris, Adonis; personal
initiation in the cult of Isis and the taurobolium. The wor-
ship of Mithras; dissemination, character and meaning;
theology and moral import.
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CuapTer VII. PuirLosoprHy. EPICUREAN AND StoIC

Beginnings of philosophy at Rome. The three main
schools; Academics have no positive influence. Epicureans
and traditional religion; the soul mortal and the gods
indifferent; Epicurean theology and religion; relation of
gods and men. Stoicism essentially religious; the ~vorld
as God, providence; relation to traditional gods; mono-
theistic Iuppiter, other deities aspects or subordinates;
morality bound up with religion, life according to nature;
the future life, union with world-spirit. Suitability of
Stoicism to the Roman temperament.

CuaprTeER VIII. Tue LastT PHASE. SYNCRETISM AND

SUPERSTITION oo oottt e e e e e e ianns g

Apparent chaos of many elements. Recrudescence of
magic, the “Mithraic Liturgy”; Astrology and its alliance
with Stoicism. Syncretism and the merging of cults; the
One Goddess, Isis; the One God, Iuppiter, Sol Invictus.
Philosophic monotheism and the theory of the daemones.
Effect on religious practice; God as “Saviour”’; the longing
for immortality. Sallustius De Dis et Mundo. Analogies
and contrasts with Christianity. Conclusion: The indi-
vidual and the race; Rome’s religious legacy.
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