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CHILD OF A DROWNED PARENT

Describes how Nusantaria’s maritime world was created by the flooding of Sundaland as
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Several trading states emerge, notably Funan, as east—west trade using a land route
between the Gulf of Thailand and the Andaman Sea develops.
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Trade leads to the entry of new ideas: Hinduism then Buddhism, Sanskrit and Indian
notions of kingship are grafted on to the existing culture and Austronesian languages.

SRIVIJAYA: VANISHED GREAT MANDALA

Advances in ships and navigation lead to use of the Melaka straits and the emergence
of the region's first large trading empire and a centre of Buddhist learning, attracting
Chinese monks to Sumatra.
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and Nusantarian ships and the sheer size of the Javanese vessels soon encountered by the
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MALAY MELAKA’S LASTING LEGACY

Indian Muslim and Chinese patronage see Melaka emerge as the major port on the straits.
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THE NORTHERN OUTLIERS

The now Philippine archipelago was culturally part of Nusantaria but foreign trade
limited. Taiwan was even more isolated despite its proximity to China and the Okinawa
trading hub.
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Melaka’s fall to the Portuguese in 1511 spurs Muslim migration, combining with Indian,
Persian, Chinese and other Muslim traders to create sultanates which conquered or
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Makassar. Another was their Bugis neighbours, who traded the region as seamen, settlers
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WHERE KINGS REIGN BUT PRIESTS RULE

Spain was the only European to start with an overtly imperial policy. It proved better at
preaching than governing. Looking to Mexico left the northern archipelago further out
of the regional mainstream.

THE SULU FACTOR: TRADING, RAIDING, SLAVING

One local sailing and trading success not suppressed until the end of the nineteenth
century was Sulu, needling the Spanish, dealing with the British and Dutch, trading
anyone and anything.

NUSANTARIA’S EXISTENTIAL CRISIS
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LABOUR, CAPITAL AND KONGSI: THE POWER OF THE CHINESE
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