Analyzing Syntax through Texts
Old, Middle, and Early Modern English

B

Elly van{Gelderen

EDINBURGH
University Press



Contents

RS
List of Figures and Tables viii
Series Editors’ Preface Xi
Preface xii
Acknowledgments XV
List of Abbreviations xviil

Introduction 1
1.1 The History of English in a Nutshell 2
1.2 Functions and Case 4
1.3 Verbal Inflection and Clause Structure 6
1.4 Change: How and Why 8
1.5 Sources and Resources 11
1.6 Conclusion 12

The Syntax of Old, Middle, and Early Modern English 14

2.1 Major Changes in the Syntax of English 14
2.2  Word Order 17
2.2.1 The subject and the verb 18
2.2.2 The position of other elements 19
2.2.3 After Old English 20
2.3 Case on Nouns and Pronouns and Agreement and Tense/
Aspect/Mood on the Verb 21
2.3.1 Nouns 21
2.3.2 Verbs 23
2.4 Demonstratives, Pronouns, and Articles 28
2.4.1 Pronominals in Old and Middle English 28
242 Some paradigms and change 30
2.5 Clause Boundaries: Punctuation, Word Order, and
Conjunctions 32
2.6 Dialectal Variation in the Time Period 37

2.7 Conclusion 42



vi

Analyzing Syntax through Texts

Old English before 1100 45

3.1 The Seript 45

3.2 Historical Prose Narrative: Orosius 47

3.2.1 The text 47

3.2.2 Analysis 47

3.2.3 Stage of the language and dialect 55

3.3 Sermon: Wulfstan on the Antichrist 56

3.3.1 The text | 56

3.3.2 Analysis 56

3.3.3 Stage of the language 64

3.4 The Old English Gospels 65

3.4.1 The texts 65

3.4.2 Analysis 69

3.4.3 Broader view and dialectal differences 79

3.5 Poetry from the Exeter Book 80

3.5.1 The texts 80

3.5.2 Analysis 82

3.5.3 Status and dialect 92

3.6 Conclusion 93

Early Middle English 1100-1300 96

4.1 The Peterborough Chronicle 97

4.1.1 The text 97
4.1.2 Analysis: from the beginning to the end of the

Peterborough Chronicle 100

4.1.3 Status and dialect 106

4.2 Seinte Katerine 107

4.2.1 The texts 107

422 Analysis 107

4.2.3 Status and dialect 112

4.3 The Owl and the Nightingale 113

4.3.1 The text 113

4.3.2 Analysis 113

4.3.3 Status and dialect 118

4.4 The Lion 119

4.4.1 The text 119

442 Analysis 119

4.4.3 Status and dialect 124

4.5 Richard Rolle’s Psalter Preface 125

4.5.1 The text 125

4.52 Analysis 126

4.5.3 Status and dialect 132

4.6 Conclusion : 133

Late Middle and Early Modern English 1300-1600 141
5.1 Cleanness 142

5.1.1 The text 142



Contents

5.1.2 Analysis
5.1.3 Status and dialect
5.2 Chaucer’s Astrolabe
5.2.1 The text
5.2.2 Analysis
5.2.3 Status and dialect
5.3 Margery of Kempe
5.3.1 The text
5.3.2 Analysis
5.3.3 Status and dialect
5.4 Caxton’s Morte d’Arthur
5.4.1 The text
5.4.2 Analysis
5.4.3 Status and dialect
5.5 Henry Machyn and Queen Elizabeth
5.5.1 The texts
5.5.2 Analysis, status, and dialect
5.6 Conclusion

Appendix I Summary of All Grammatical Information
L1 Syntax in General; Dialect
1.2 Nominal, Adjectival, and Pronominal Inflections
.3 Verbal Inflections
Appendix I Background on the Old English Texts That Are
Discussed, Alphabetically
[I.1  Old English
1.2  Early Middle English
II.3  Later Middle English and Early Modern
Appendix III  Keys to the FExercises
Glossary
References
Index

Vil

142
147
148
148
151
153
154
154
155
159
159
160
161
165
166
166
169
171

175
175
176
178

180
180
181
181
183
187
194
199



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


