
SOCIOLOGY OF

SEXUALITIES

KATHLEEN J. EIJZGERALD
Tulane University

KANDICE L. GROSSMAN
Columbia College

(USAGE
LosAngeles1London | New Delhi

Singapore|WashingtonDC | Melbourne



BRIEF CONTENTS

Acknowledgments xiii

Preface xv

Chapter 1 The Social Construction of Sexuality 1

Chapter 2 The Science of Sexuality 25

Chapter 3 Gender and Sexuality 48

Chapter 4 Sexuality, Inequality, and Privilege 71

Chapter 5 LGBTQ Mobilization and Activism 91

Chapter 6 Media, Sport, and Sexuality 110

Chapter 7 Sexuality, Schools, and the Workplace 136

Chapter 8 Religion, Family, and Sexuality 162

Chapter 9 Sexuality and Reproduction 184

Chapter 10 Sexual Health 210

Chapter 11 Commodification of Sex 232

Chapter 12 Sexual Violence 256

References 280

Index 322

About the Authors 342



DETAILED CONTENTS

Acknowledgments xiii

Preface xv

Chapter 1 The Social Construction of Sexuality 1

The Sociology of Sexualities 3

Terminology h

Evidence of the Social Construction of Sexuality 5
Nature versus Nurture 7

Sexual Binaries 7

The Invention of Heterosexuality and Homosexuality 8
Heteronormativity 9

Compulsory Heterosexuality 9

The Invention of Homosexuality 10

The Gendered Construction of Sexuality 10
Sexual Socialization 10

Sexual Revolutions 11
BOX 1.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:
The Sexual Revolution in Russia 12

Sexual Relationships: Beyond Monogamy 13

Sexual Invisibility H

Sexual Pleasure 15

Sexuality Across the Life Course 15

Childhood Sexuality 15

Adolescent Sexuality 15
LGBTQ Adolescent Sexuality 16

Not My Child: Parental Views on Adolescent Sexuality 17

Sexuality and the Aged 17

Sexualizing Racial/Ethnic Minorities 18

Sexual Minorities Beyond LGBTQ 20

Conclusion 21

Chapter 2 The Science of Sexuality 25

Understanding Sexuality Through Science 26

The Early Years: Sex, Morality, and Medicine 27

Science of Sex: Sexology 28

Psychoanalytical Theory: Sigmund Freud 29
BOX 2.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:

Sexology in Imperial Japan 30

Evolutionary Theory: Charles Darwin 32



The Kinsey Reports: Alfred Kinsey 32

Sexual Physiology Research: Masters and Johnson 34

Sociology and Social Constructionism 35

Sex in America Survey 36

Feminist Contributions to Sexuality Studies 37
Intersectionality 38

Post-Structuralism: Michel Foucault 39

Queer Theory 40

The Science of Homosexuality 40

Homosexuality as Mental Illness 41

Sociology of Homosexuality 42

Sexuality Studies in Academia 42

Researching Sex: Ethical and Methodological Concerns 43
Ethical Issues in Sex Research 43

Methodological Issues in Sex Research 44

Stigma and Sexuality Research 45

Conclusion 45

Chapter 3 Gender and Sexuality 48

Social Construction of Gender: Femininity and Masculinity 51

Challenging the Gender Binary: Gender in Non-Western Cultures 52

Gender Identity 52

BOX 3.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:

The Guevedoces in the Dominican Republic 53

Doing Gender 54

Gender Roles 56

Gender, Inequality, and Stereotypes 56
Gender and Social Institutions 57

Intersection of Gender and Sexuality 58

Masculinity and Sexuality 59
Masculinity and Race/Ethnicity 60

Femininity and Sexuality 61
Femininity and Feminism 62

Femininity and Race/Ethnicity 63

Transgender 63

Cross-Dressers, Drag Kings, and Queens 66

Intersex 66

Conclusion 67

Chapter 4 Sexuality, Inequality, and Privilege 71

The Sociology of Inequality 72

Legal Discrimination 74

Marriage Equality 74

LGBTQ Adoption 76

Sexuality-Related Discrimination in the Military 77
Sexual Harassment and Sexual Assault in the Military 78



Workplace Discrimination 79

Pregnancy Discrimination 80

Housing Discrimination 82

Sexuality and Social Control 82
Criminalization of Sexual Behaviors 83

Medicalization of Sexual Behaviors 84

BOX 4.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:

Paragraph 175 and the Criminalization of Homosexuality During the Nazi Regime 84

Homophobia and Hate Crimes 85

Transgender Discrimination and Inequality 86

Heterosexual and Cisgender Privilege 87

Conclusion 88

Chapter 5 LGBTQ Mobilization and Activism 91

The Sociology of Social Movements 93
Social and Cultural Contexts 94

The Influence of World War II on Gay Rights 95

Urbanization and the Emergence of Gay Enclaves 95

The Emergence of a Gay Press 96

The Role of the Kinsey Studies 97

The Influence of Right-Wing Opposition Movements 97
Identity-based Social Movements 97

Before Stonewall: The Homophile Movement 98
BOX 5.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:

Gay Rights in Russia 99

After Stonewall: The Modern Gay Rights Movement 100
Emergence of Lesbian Feminism 101
AIDS Activism 101

Queer Nation 103

Undocumented Queer Youth Activism 103

The Road to Marriage Equality 103

Transgender Activism and Rights 105

Bisexual Activism 107

Conclusion 107

Chapter 6 Media, Sport, and Sexuality 110

Media and Sexuality 113
Sexualized Language in Media 113

Sexualized Imagery in Media 115

Hypersexualization: Magazines and Music Videos 115

Sexual Objectification: Advertising 116

Intersectionality: Race, Class, and Ethnic Imagery 118
Children, Sexualization, and the Media 119

LGBTQ Representations in Television and Film 120
From Invisibility to Stereotypical Images: Lesbians and Gays on Television 120

Lesbian, Gay, and Bisexual Images in Hollywood Cinema 121
Transgender Images and Issues in Media 121



Sexuality and Sport 122

Sport Media 122

Masculinity and Sport 124
Sports, Masculinity, and Sexual Assault 125

Sexuality, Femininity, and Sport 125
Title IX 127

Coming Out of the Athletic Closet 128

Gay Games 129

Creating Space for Intersex and Transgender Athletes 129

Trans Inclusion in the Gay Games 132

BOX 6.1 : GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:
South African Sprinter Caster Semenya and Sex Testing in international Sports 132

Conclusion 133

Chapter 7 Sexuality, Schools, and the Workplace 136

Schools, Sexuality, and Social Control 138

Coming Out in School 138

LGBTO Students' Experiences of Harassment in Schools 139
Impact of Harassment UO

Transgender Students' Experiences of Harassment in Schools 141

Creating Sale Schools 142
Gay-Friendly Schools 142

Queering the Curriculum 143

Gay Student Organizations 145

Policies and Programs 147

Challenging Institutionalized Heterosexuality 148

College and University Campuses 149
Inclusion of Transgender Students at Women's Colleges 150

History and Experiences of LGBTQ Teachers 151

College Campuses: From "In Loco Parentis" to the "Hook-Up" Culture 152

Sex Education 153

BOX 7.1 GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:
American Sex Education Goes Global 154

Sexuality and the Workplace 155

Heterosexual Relationships in the Workplace 155
Sexual Harassment 155

LGBTQ Employment Experiences 156
Homophobia in the Workplace 156
Coming Out at Work 156

Challenges of a Gay-Friendly Workplace 157

Conclusion 158

Chapter 8 Religion, Family, and Sexuality 162

Religion and Sexuality 164

Christianity 164
Christianity, Sex, and Gender 165
Christian Views on Homosexuality 166

Impact of Religious Condemnation on LGBTQ People 167



LGBTQ Christians 168

Same-Sex Marriage and the Church 169

Transgender and Christianity 169

Judaism 170
Judaism, Sex, and Gender 170

Jewish Views on Homosexuality and Bisexuality 171

Transgender and Judaism 171

Islam 171
Islam, Sex, and Gender 172

Islam and Homosexuality 172

Transgender and Islam 172

LGBTQ Families 173

The Changing Family 173

Defining Gay Families 174
Exiles from Kinship 175

Marriage Equality 175
LGBTQ Parenting 175

BOX 8.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:
Marriage Equality Across the Globe 176

Intimate Partner Violence 180

Conclusion 181

Chapter 9 Sexuality and Reproduction 184

Compulsory Reproduction 186

The Body as a Social Construction 187

Menstruation as Biological Reality 187
Menstruation as Social Construction 188

Pregnancy and Childbirth 189

Access to Maternity Care 189
Commodification of Birth 190

Technocratic Model of Birth 191
BOX 9.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:

Giving Birth in Afghanistan 193

Breastfeeding 194

Breastfeeding as Taboo 195

Costs of Breastfeeding 195

Transgender and Gender-Nonconforming Pregnancy 195

Teen Pregnancy and Birth 196

Birth Control 197

History of Birth Control 197

Gendered Contraception 198

Forced Sterilization and Eugenics 199

Sexual and Reproductive Rights and Choice 201

Women of Color and Reproductive Justice 202

Disability Rights and Reproductive Rights 202

Institutional Sexism, Racism, and Reproductive Rights 203
Politics 203

Religion 203

Corporations 204



Assisted Reproductive Technologies (ARTs) 205
ARTs, Infertility, and Gender 205

ARTs and Income Disparities 205
ARTs and Older Mothers 206

Conclusion 206

Chapter 10 Sexual Health 210

Understanding Sexual Health 211
Male Sexual Dysfunction 212

Female Sexual Dysfunction 212

Sexuality and Disability 213
Sexuality and People With Physical Disabilities 216

Sexuality and People With Intellectual Disabilities 217

Disability and Sex Work 218
Sex Assistants and Sex Surrogates 218
Disability Pornography 218

Disability, Sexuality, and Homophobia 219
Sexually Transmitted Infections 220

Common STIs 220

STIs and Stigma 222
HIV/AIDS 222

The Origins of an Epidemic 222
Moral Panics Surrounding HIV/AIDS 224
HIV/AIDS Today 225
Global Pandemic 226

BOX 10.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:
The Consequences of HIV/AIDS on Africa 227

Current Social Consequences of the HIV/AIDS Crisis 228
Conclusion 229

Chapter 11 Commodification of Sex 232

Pornography 234
Technology and Rise of Amateur Porn 234

Legalities and Debates 235

Violence and Pornography 236

Gender, Race, Class, and Sexuality 236

Impact of Pornography on Young People 238

Child Pornography 239

Youth Sexting 239
Prostitution 240

Johns and Pimps 242

Male and Transgender Prostitutes 243

Debates Over Legalities 243

Globalization and Sexuality 245
Sex Trafficking 245

BOX 11.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:
Natural Disaster and Child Sex Trafficking in Nepal 248

Feminist Response 248
Mail-Order or Internet Brides 249



Sex Tourism 250
Female Sex Tourism: "The Caribbean Beach Boys" 250
Gender, Race, and Ethnicity in Sex Tourism 251

Sexuality and Militarism 251

Conclusion 253

Chapter 12 Sexual Violence 256

Understanding Sexual Violence 257

Rape 258
Consent 260

Rape Survivors, Double Victimization, and Victimization Language 261

Campus Rape 262
Sexual Violence in Conflict: Wartime Rape 263

BOX 12.1: GLOBAL/TRANSNATIONAL PERSPECTIVES ON SEXUALITY:
Sexual Violence and Femicide in Ciudad Juarez, Mexico 264

Feminist Perspectives on Rape 264

Child Sexual Abuse 265

Is Pedophilia a Sexual Orientation? 266
Child Sexual Abuse Crisis in the Catholic Church 266

Racialized Homophobic and Transphobic Violence 268

Sexual Assault of LGBTQ People 269

Criminalization of LGBTQ People 270

Carceral Sexuality 270
LGBTQ Prisoners 272

Prison Rape 273
Rape, Homophobia, and Correctional Staff 274

Consensual Sexual Relations 274

Sexuality and Male Prisoners 274
Sexuality and Female Prisoners 275

Conclusion 276

References 280

Index 322

About the Authors 342


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]
	[Seite 6]
	[Seite 7]
	[Seite 8]
	[Seite 9]


