Jewish Volunteers, the

International Brigades and the
Spanish Civil War

Gerben Zaagsma

Bloomsbury Academic
An imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc

BLOOMSUBURY

LONDON « OXFORD « NEW YORK » NEW DELITE » SYDXNEY



Contents

List of Figures
Acknowledgements

A Note on Translations
List of Abbreviations

Introduction: From ‘Chosen Fighters of the Jewish People’
to Jewish Resistance Fighters
On Jewish volunteers
The Spanish Civil War as a Jewish concern
During the Spanish Civil War: Jewish volunteers and Jews in the Left
After the Holocaust: Jewish volunteers as Jewish resistance

Part One Jewish Volunteers in the International Brigades

1  Backgrounds and Contexts
Creating the International Brigades
Jewish volunteers: statistics and motivation
Understanding the Botwin Company

2 The Naftali Botwin Company

Nationality politics: acknowledging Jewish volunteers in the
International Brigades

Creating a Jewish military unit
Between propaganda and fighting the myth of Jewish cowardice
Naftali Botwin as a Jewish communist hero in interwar Poland
The Botwin Company in battle
Botvin: a battlefront newspaper

Part Two Jewish Volunteers in the Parisian Yiddish Press
3 Analysing the Yiddish Press in 1930s Paris

4  ‘Chosen Fighters of the Jewish People’: Jewish Volunteers in Naye Prese
Early militias and the formation of the International Brigades

Vil

viii

Xi

10

17
17
22
29

37

37
4]
43
50
53
56

61

67
67



Vi

Contents

Jewish volunteers until the formation of the Botwin Company
Jewish volunteers after the formation of the Botwin Company

Jewish Volunteers in Parizer Haynt and Undzer Shtime
Labour-Zionist representations: Parizer Haynt
Bundist representations: Undzer Shtime

Part Three Postwar: Becoming Jewish Volunteers

6

Jewish Volunteers and Jewish Resistance: Setting the Stage
From internment camps to the Holocaust

Commemorating Jewish volunteers in Yiddish

Beyond Yiddish: Jewish volunteers as Jewish resistance fighters

Debating Jewish Volunteers: The Long 1970s

The campaign for Polish-Jewish veterans

Tel-Aviv 1972 - the International Conference of Jewish Fighters
Jewish Currents and Albert Prago

Fifty Years: Jewish Volunteers as Jewish Resistance

Israel: the Herzog Speech and the grove in Beit Shemesh
Networking Jewish volunteers: meetings and monuments
Debating Jewish volunteers in Germany: Arno Lustiger

Epilogue

Notes
Bibliography

Index

73
78

93
93
102

109
109
113
121

125
125
133
140

145
145
150
155

159

165
221
241



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


