Contents and Chronological Scheme

Part One: 1466-1527
THE DOORS OF ENTRANCE

The Earliest Surviving Interludes 1466-1508
[King Edward IV 1461-1483]
1. House Entry page 19
2. Mankind c. 1466 21
[Edward V 1483; Richard III 1483-1485; Henry VII 1485
1509]

3. The Tudor Great Hall 45
4. Natyre c. 1495 (Interlude) 55
5. Faulgens and Laucrece c. 1497 (Interlude) 95
6. The World and the Child c. 1508 (Interlude) 126
7. Return to Mankind 143

[Henry VIII 1509-1547]

Contemporary Court Staging 1511 onwards

8. On scenic ‘Houses’ 146
9. Court Pageant Technique 154

Other Interludes to 1527

10. Hyckescorner c. 1513 (Interlude) 168
11. Magnyfycence c. 1516 (Interlude) 180
12. Rastell’s ‘Stage’ 201
13. The Four Elements c. 1517 (Intetlude) 204
14. Youth c. 1520 (Intetlude) 217
15. Calisto and Melebea c. 1527 (Comedy in manner of Intet-

lude) : 220

7



Contents

16. Of Gentylnes and Nobylyte c. 1527 (Dialogue in manner of

Interlude) page 228

Six Plays Attributed to John Heywood 1521-1529
17. Witty and Witless c. 1521 230
18. Love c. 1525 (Interlude) 231
19. Weather c. 1527 (Intetlude) 235
20. Johan Johan c. 1529 (Play) 244
21. The Pardoner and the Friar c. 1529 (Play) 250
22. The Foure PP c. 1529 (Intetlude) 253
Part Two: 1527-1553
THE TRAVERS
- New Technicalities 1527-1539
23. Godly Queen Hester c. 1527 (Interlude) 257
[James Burbage born c. 1530]
24. Thersytes 1537 (Interlude) 290
25. The Problem of Defining an Interlude 304
26. Wit and Science c. 1539 (? Play) 312
Presentation in Civic Halls etc. 1538 onwards
27. The Evidence of Civic Accounts 329
Developments to Mid-Sixteenth Century 1541-1553

28. The Four Cardynal Vertues c. 1541 (Interlude) 349
[Edward VI 1547-1553]
29. Impacyent Poverty c. 1547 (Interlude) 351
30. Nice Wanton c. 1550 (Interlude) 354
31. Lusty Juventus c. 1550 (Interlude) 358
32. Jacob and Esau c. 1550 (Comedy or Interlude) 361
[Mary 1553-1558]
33. Respublica c. 1553 (Intetlude) 375
34. The “Yonder he cometh’ Convention 394
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Part Three: 1553-1576
THE RISE OF THE STAGE

Diversions from Interlude Tradition 1553-1560
35. Ralph Royster Doyster c. 1553 (Comedy or Interlude) and

Gammer Gurton’s Needle c. 1553 (Comedy) page 399
36. The Problem of the University Stage 413
37. Jack Juggler c. 1553 (Interlude) 423
38. Wealth and Health c. 1554 (Interlude) " 424

[Elizabeth I 1558-1603]
39. Four Special Directions from Grissill, Apins, Horestes

and Susanna 425
40. Pacient Grissill c. 1559 (Comedy) 445
4. Apius and Virginia c. 1560 (Tragical Comedy) 462

| Twelve Plays Briefly Considered 1560-1566
42. The Disobedient Child c. 1560 (Intetlude) 467

43. Tom Tyler c. 1560 (Play) 469
44." All for Money c. 1560 (Comedy or Tragedy) 470
45. Gorbodue 1561 (Tragedy) 473
46. The Pedler’s Prophecy c. 1561 474
[Shakespeare born 1564]

47. The Longer Thou Livest c. 1564 (Comedy) 474
48. Enough is as Good as a Feast c. 1564 (? Interlude) 481
49. The Trial of Treasure c. 1565 (Interlude) 481
so. King Darius c. 1565 (Interlude) 482
5x. Damon and Pythias c. 1565 (Tragical Comedy) 483
52. Supposes 1566 (Comedy) 484
53. Mary Magdalene c. 1566 (Interlude) 485

Interludes into Drama 1566-1576

54. Gismond of Salern in Love c. 1566 (Tragedy) 486
§5. Horestes 1567 (Interlude) 494
56. Marriage of Wit and Science c. 1567 (Interlude) 506
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57. Liberality and Prodigality c. 1567 (Comedy) page 506
58. Like will to Like c. 1568 (Interlude) 508
59. Cambises c. 1569 (Tragedy) 5 10
6o. Susanna c. 1569 (Comedy) 519
61. New Custom c. 1570 (Interlude) 532
62. Misogonus c. 1570 (? Comedy) 533
63. Conflict of Conscience c. 1572 (Comedy) 533
64. Tyde tarrieth no Man c. 1576 (Comedy) 534
65. Common Conditions c. 1576 (Comedy) 535

Part Four: 1576-1589
THE THEATRE BUILT

Final Plays and Footnotes
[The Theatre built 1576]

66. The Marriage of Wit and Wisdom c. 1579 543
67. The Three Ladies of London 1581 (Comedy) 546
68. The Three Lords and Three Ladies of London c. 1589

(Moral) 558
69. The Coblers Prophesie c. 1589 578
70. A Footnote on ‘Going about the Stage’ 584
71. Conclusions 591

[Shakespeare’s first play presented c. 1590]

A special acknowledgement 595

Index 597
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