
CONTENTS

Introduction page xi

PART i

The Transition from the Classical to the

Linguistic View of Philosophy

CHAPTER
i The nature of a philosophical problem 3

1 The influence of logic upon philosophy 3

2 The nature of a philosophical problem 5

3 What is lack of clarity? 9

11 Examples of philosophical problems and their
SOLUTIONS 15

1 The problem of the trustworthiness of memory 15

2 Can two persons have the same experiences ? 22

3 The timeless nature of truth 27

4 Can a justification be given for the rules of grammar? 34

5 Augustine’s problem 40

hi Is there a priori knowledge? 44

1 The nature of geometrical propositions 44

2 The meaning of equations
5

°

3 Can a surface be both red and green ? 57

4 Are there synthetic a priori judgements? 67

iv Grammatical models 69

1 The vagueness of language 69

2 Language games 71

3 The metaphysical aura around certain words 81

Appendix to Part i 87

1 Achilles and the tortoise 87

2 The antinomies 88

v



vi CONTENTS

PART II

Elements of a Philosophical Grammar-

v Introduction 93

1 Purpose of the investigation 93

2 The learning of language 94

3 Types of words 96

4 Categories 103

5 Ostensive definition 104

6 Must there be ostensive definition in every language ? 107

7 The concept of a sign 108

vi The causal interpretation of language hi

1 Language considered as a mechanism of signs 111

2 Criticism of this view 114

3 Further criticism 116

4 Causal explanation and explanation of meaning 118

5 Reason and cause 119

6 Language as a calculus 122

7 The definition as the reason for, and the cause of, the usage

of a word 125

8 Sign and symptom 127

vii What is a
rule?

129

1 Rules in a game 129

2 Rules in language 131

3 The normative aspect 132

4 Extension of the concept of a rule 135

5 Attempts to define the concept of a rule 137

6 A characterization of rules 140

7 Explanations 144

8 Criteria for the validity of a rule 146

9 Are there any final and conclusive explanations ? 149

10 On the borderline between rules and assertions of fact 150

viii Meaning
153

1. Substantive and substance 153

2 Meanings of the word‘meaning’ 155

3 Meaning as use 156

4 Meaning and mental image 158

5 An objection 162



CONTENTS VU

IX Different types of explanation 163

1 Examples of explanation 163

2 Analogies in language 176

3 Families of concepts 179

4 Examples of families of concepts 183

5 Different meanings of one word 187

6 Essential and inessential rules 190

7 On the meaning of signals 192

x
Names

194

1 Names in general 194

2 Names of physical objects 197

3 The object in the flux of becoming 204

4 Is ‘this’ a proper name ? 205

5 Is there an ideal language for describing phenomena ? 207

6 Proper names of people 212

7 The criterion of identity in the case of persons 213

8 U nderstanding the ostensive definition 216

xi Names of species 221

1 General names 221

2 Names of tones 225

3 Concept and object 227

4 Colour names 228

5 The learning of colour words 231

6 The simile of the ‘body of meaning’ 234

7 Other ways of explaining a ‘colour name’ 237

xii Problems of communication 240

1 The problem stated 240

2 Is only structure communicable? 243

3 Removable and irremovable barriers to understanding 248

4 How can we describe our subjective experiences to one another? 257

5 Physical language 260

6 What sort of experience is presupposed by mutual under¬

standing? 264

xiii Structural description 269

1 The concept of description 269

2 Structural description 270

3 Does the ostensive definition lead us out of language ? 277



viii CONTENTS

xiv What is a proposition? 280

a. Proposition and Experience
1 Sentence and intonation 281

2 Understanding a sentence 281

3 Can a sentence be defined as an expression of a fact ? 282

4 Psychological criteria for a proposition 283

b. The Proposition as Part of a Calculus

5 Language games with the words ‘true’ and ‘false’ 285

6 Confirmation of our criterion by examples 288

7 Towards a definition of the words ‘true’ and ‘false’ 290

8 Can a proposition be defined ostensively ? 291

9 Are there different kinds of truth ? 292

10 Lying 294

11 Having an idea in mind 295

12 Extension of the concept of a proposition 298

13 Types of propositions 298

c. Supposais

14 Is there a specific experience of judging? 300

15 Supposais 300

16 The assertion sign 302

xv The theory of the common structure 304
1 The problem stated 304

2 Wittgenstein’s theory 307

3 Criticism of this theory 311

4 Continuation 317

5 Our own account 320

xvi Meaning and verification 323

1 Language and symbols 323

2 When do we understand the meaning of a sentence ? 324

3 Are unverifiable statements meaningless ? 325

4 ‘The meaning of a statement is the method of its verification’ 3 29

5 The description of verification 331

6 ‘Meaningful’ and ‘meaningless’ 333

7 The meaning as shadow of reality 335

xvii Some remarks on the concepts ‘to be able’, ‘to
know’, ‘to understand’ 338

1 The idea of possibility 338

2 To be able 342



CONTENTS IX

3 To know 345

4 To understand 346

5 Understanding a word 349

6 Is understanding a process in time ? 351

7 Substantive and transitive parts of the stream of thought 352

8 Is there such a thing as blindness for concepts? 355 \

9 Different ways of understanding a word or a sentence 357
10 Is the entire future use of a word contained in how we now

understand it? 358

11 Understanding as an experience 360

12 Are there degrees of understanding ? 361

13 Can understanding approach reality ? 362

xviii Combinations of propositions 364

1 Two ways of joining propositions 364

2 Tendencies to formalization 367

3 How far is the conclusion of an inference contained in the

premisses? 369

4 Do the logical relations between propositions show them¬

selves in the truth-function notation ? 371

5 The propositional calculus 372

6 Can we give reasons justifying logic? 374

7 Tautology and contradiction 375

xix The logical calculus 377

1 Is logic a theory? 377

2 Does altering the axioms of the logical calculus give rise to a

non-Aristotelian logic? 380

3 Logic and ordinary thought 382

4 Generality 383

xx Towards a logic of questions 387
1 What does ‘to look for’ mean ? 387

2 Search in mathematics 391

3 Sums and mathematical problems 396

4 Is search for the impossible possible ? 398

5 Discovery 400

6 Towards a grammar of questions 405

419
Index


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]


