
Contents

LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS VI

FOREWORD VÜ

INTRODUCTION IX

PART ONE: THE WRITER AND HIS SETTING

Chronological Table 2
1 Hardy’s Life 6
Childhood and Youth 6
Tryphena Sparks 12
Emma Gifford and the early novels 14
Architecture and literature 20
The middle years 25
‘Poems of 1912-13’ and after 39
2 Hardy the Countryman 44
William Barnes and ‘provincialism’ 48
Social conditions in Dorset 52
Conclusion 59
3}Hardy the Victorian 61
Hardy, the Romantics and Swinburne 62
Hardy, the Agnostics and ‘Pessimism’ 72
Mill and the idea of liberty 82
Hardy’s politics 87
Hardy’s influence on twentieth century literature 90

PART TWO : CRITICAL SURVEY
4 The Hardy Hero and his Predicament 94
Gabriel Oak 97
Diggory Venn and Clym Yeobright 99
Giles Winterborne 101
Angel Clare 104
Jude Fawley 108

cThe Mayor of Casterbridge’ 113
6 Selected Poems 127
Early poems 128
Domicilium 128
The Ruined Maid 130
Hardy’s black period 132
In Tenebris 133
Wessex Heights 138
Turn of the century poems 142
A Christmas Ghost-Story 143
The Darkling Thrush 145



New Year’s Eve 148
Poems to Emma 149
Beeny Cliff 15°
Late Poems 152
In Time of‘The Breaking of Nations’ 152
Afterwards 154

PART THREE : REFERENCE SECTION

Map of Wessex 158
Short Biographies 159
Gazetteer 164
Further Reading 170
Appendix: Serialization and Hardy’s Texts 173

index 180
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 182

List of illustrations
The Hireling'Shepherd by William Holman Hunt cover
Thomas Haydy at 32 frontispiece
Thomas Hardy at 21 11
Hardy’s sketchbook 21
Bridge at Sturminster Newton 27
Grey’s Bridge, Dorchester 31
Emma Hardy, Florence Emily Hardy, Tryphena

Sparks, and Mrs Florence Henniker 38
Thomas Hardy by A. John 42
The Village Choir by Webster 45
Sdnsford Church 47
In the Barley Harvest by P.H. Emerson 1887 55
Steam threshing machine 1868 57
The Doubt by H.A. Bowler 1824-1903 ‘Can these dry

bones live’ 74
The Avenue by Hobbema 95
Fordington near Dorchester 103
The Crown Inn, Marnhull, Dorset 105
Balliol College, Oxford c.1900 109
Original manuscript, ‘The Mayor of Casterbridge’ 112
Prints from serialized version of ‘The Mayor of

Casterbridge’ 114,115
Bulbarrow Hill 14.0
Map of Wessex 158
Salisbury Cathedral, by Hardy himself 168
Sundial on tower, Sandclock and butterfly, Graveyard, 1, 93

emblems by Hardy for his original edition of 157
Wessex poems

vi


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


