
Contents

Preface ix

1 Introduction: Literature, Method and Metaphysics 1

i Critical options 1
ii The meaning of method 5
m The problem of metaphysics 11
iv The contribution of literature 16

2 Thomas More’s Richard III: Moral Narration and
Humanist Method 19

i More’s Humanism 19

ii
The History of King Richard III 24

m More and the Erasmian manifesto 35
iv Metaphysics and tradition 44

3 Ben Jonson’s Bartholomew Fair: Physiological Deter¬
minism and Balanced Judgement 48

i Jonson’s values and Every Man in his Humour 48
ii

Physiological theory 55
in Puppets and vapours in Bartholomew Fair 62

4 John Donne’s Anniversaries: New Philosophy and the
Act of the Heart 77

i The poems and their problem 77
ii

Donne and the heart 80

vii



viii Contents

hi The Anniversaries 89
iv The new science and the disoriented heart 96

5 Thomas Browne’s Religio Medici : Baconian Method
and the Metaphysical Cross 102

i Metaphysics and imagination 102
II Religio Medici and the metaphysical cross 109
ni Kenelm Digby’s argument from method 117

6 William Law’s Spirit of Love : Rationalist Argument
and Behemist Myth 124

i Rigour and imagination in A Serious Call 124
n Malebranchiste theory and The Case of Reason 128
m Hume’s Dialogues and Law’s predicament 132
iv Boehme’s metaphysics and The Spirit of Love 138

7 Conclusion 146

Notes 155

Index 185


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


