Contents

INTRODUCTION

THE WORLD OF THE POEM
Words and meaning
Characters and emotions
Money, worth, prestige
Swords, halls, and symbols
Allusion and reality

THE STRUCTURE OF THE POEM
Balance and interlace

The implications of digression
The ironic image
Performatives and perceptions
The heathens and the monsters

POETRY AND ITS FUNCTIONS
Compounds, variations, formulas
Fragmentation and control
Stasis, pleonasm, cumulation
The gnomic voice

AFTERWORD
FURTHER READING

INDEX

12
12
I5
18
21

24

—~28

28

34
38
41

45

45
48

SI
55

59
62

63



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]


