
Contents

Preface xii

Acknowledgements xv
Abbreviations xvii

Key to symbols used xix

1 Introduction 1

1.1 Why study words? 1

1.2 Overview of coming chapters 7

2 What is a word? 10

2.1 Introduction 10

2.2 Words are like liquorice allsorts 11

2.2.1 Word-forms 11

2.2.2 Words as vocabulary items 18

2.2.3 Grammatical words 24

2.3 Summary 27

Exercises 28

3 Close encounters of a morphemic kind 30

3.1 The quest for verbal atoms 30

3.2 Close morphological encounters: zooming in on morphemes 30

3.3 Morphemes and their disguises 34

3.3.1 Allomorphs: morph families 35

3.3.2 Contrast 38

3.4 Freedom and bondage 40

3.5 Sound symbolism: phonaesthemes and onomatopoeia 41

3.6 Verbal blueprints 44

3.6.1 Tiny words (isolating languages) 45



viii Contents

3.6.2
Get the glue (agglutinating languages)

46
3.6.3

Labyrinthine words (synthetic languages)
46

3.6.4
Verbal juggernauts (polysynthetic languages )

48
3.6.5

No thoroughbreds
49

3.7
Summary

50
Exercises 52

4 Building words 54
4.1

Words and jigsaws
54

4.2
Know the pieces of the jigsaw

54
4.2.1 Roots are the core 54
4.2.2

Affixes are for appending
56

4.3
The main types of word-building: inflection and derivation 57

4.4
Derivation: fabricating words

60
4.4.1

Affixation: prefixes and suffixes
62

4.4.2 Conversion 70
4.4.3

Compound parade
71

4.4.4
Wishy-washy words

79
4.5

Summary
80

Exercises 80

5 Masquerading allomorphs 82
5.1

The right mask
82

5.2
Phonologically conditioned allomorphs

82
5.2.1

Selecting underlying representations
89

5.2.2 Derivations 90
5.3

Phonology in the shade: lexical and grammatical conditioning
93

5.4
Madness without method: suppletion

94
5.5

Summary
95

Exercises 95

6 A lexicon with layers 98
6.1

The nature of the lexicon
98

6.2
Morphological information in the lexicon

99
6.3

Syntactic information in the lexicon
100

6.4
Does it ring true (phonological information)

101
6.5

Rendezvous with lexical phonology and morphology
102

6.5.1
Neutral and non-neutral affixes

102
6.5.2

The lexicon is like a layered cake
104



Contents ¡x

6.6 Productivity, the time-warp and cranberries 112
6.7 Peeping beyond the lexicon 116
6.8 Summary 117

Exercises 118

Should English be spelt as she is spoke? 121
7.1 Writing systems 121
7.2 Is the English orthography mad? 122

7.2.1 The apparent madness in the English spelling system 124
7.2.2 There is a method in the madness: spelling rules and

pronunciation 125
7.2.3 Is A for apple? Why vowel letters pinch like ill-fitting

shoes 130
7.3 Morphological signposts in the spelling 136
7.4 Lexical signposting in the spelling 138
7.5 Spelling reform 138
7.6 Is speech degenerate writing? 143

Exercises 146

Word manufacture 149
8.1 The production line 149
8.2 Keeping tabs on idioms 153
8.3 Clitics 160
8.4 Summary 164

Exercises 164

Words galore 166
9.1 A verbal bonanza 166
9.2 Jargon 166
9.3 Slang 167
9.4 Clichés and catch-phrases 168
9.5 A rose by any other name 173

9.5.1 Semantic widening 174
9.5.2 Semantic narrowing 175
9.5.3 Going up and down in the world 176
9.5.4 Loss account 177
9.5.5 Lexical revivals 179
9.5.6 Metaphors 179

9.6 Clipping 180



x Contents

9.7 Acronyms and abbreviations 182

9.8 Fads and copycat formations 183

9.9 Back-formation 183

9.10 Blends 184

9.11 Euphemism 185

9.12 Summary 188

Exercises 189

10 A lexical mosaic: sources of English vocabulary
191

10.1 The nature of borrowing 191

10 . 1.1 Direct and indirect borrowing 191

10 . 1.2 Loanwords and loanshifts 193

10 . 1.3 Likely loans 194

10 . 1.4 Why borrow? 194

10 . 1.5 The grass is ever greener on the other side 198

10 . 1.6 Nativisation of loanwords 199

10 . 1.7 Effects of borrowing 203

10.2 Scandinavian loanwords 205
10.3 The French influence 205

10 . 3.1 The Norman French legacy 206

10 . 3.2 French words in modem English 209
10.4 Words from other modern European languages 213
10.5 Loanwords from non-European languages 216
10.6 The Germanic inheritance 217
10.7 Summary 219

Exercises 220

11 The mental lexicon 223
11.1 A mind full of words 223

11 . 1.1 Types of lexical information 224

11 . 1.2 The organisation of the mental lexicon 228

11 . 1.3 To parse or not to parse 229
11.2 Modelling the mental lexicon 233

11 .2.1 Understanding speech 233

11 . 2.2 Selective listening 237

11 . 2.3 Exploiting syntactic and semantic clues 237
11.3 The articulatory programme

11 . 3.1 Speech errors as evidence in favour of the

240

articulatory programme 241



Contents xi

11.3.2
Two-stage models of lexical access in speech

production
242

11.3.3
It’s just on the tip of my tongue

246
11.3.4

Malapropisms
247

11.4
Aphasia

249
11.4.1

Broca’s aphasia
251

11.4.2
Wernicke’s aphasia

253
11.5

Freudian slips
254

11.6
The spreading activation model

255
11.7

Summary
259

Exercises 260

Glossary 262
References 269
Indexes 276


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]


