
Contents in Brief

Preface iii

Chapter 1 Languages and Linguistics 1

Part One Language Structures 31

Chapter 2 Words and Their Parts:
Lexicon and Morphology 33

Chapter 3 The Sounds of Languages: Phonetics 74

Chapter 4 The Sound Systems of Language: Phonology 104

Chapter 5 The Structure of Phrases and Sentences: Syntax 141

Chapter 6 The Study of Meaning: Semantics 182

Chapter 7 Language Universals and Language Typology 225

Part Two Language Use 259

Chapter 8 Information Structure and Pragmatics 261

Chapter 9 Speech Acts and Conversation 295

Chapter 10 Language Variation across Situations of Use:
Registers 329

Chapter 11 Language Variation among Social Groups:
Dialects 369

Chapter 12 Writing 426

Part Three Language Change
and Language Development 451

Chapter 13 Language Change over Time:
Historical Linguistics 453

Chapter 14 Historical Development in English 505

Chapter 15 Acquiring First and Second Languages 545

V



CONTENTS IN BRIEF

Glossary 585

Index 597

Index of Languages 608

Index of Internet Sites 611

Index of Videos 611

Acknowledgments 613



Contents in Detail

Preface iii

Chapter 1 Languages and Linguistics 1

Human Language—The Wonder of It 2

Ideal Languages and Real Languages 4

Two Ideal Languages: Uneekish and Quikish 4

What Is Human Language? 5

Three Faces of a Language System 6

Language: Mental and Social 8

Signs: Arbitrary and Nonarbitrary 8

Arbitrary Signs 8

Representational Signs 9

Language—A System of Arbitrary Signs 10

Languages as Patterned Structures 11

Speech as Patterned Language Use 12

The Origin of Languages: Babel to Babble 13

Languages and Dialects 14

What Are Social Dialects? 15

Different Dialects or Different Languages? 16

What Is a Standard Variety? 16

Is There a Right and a Wrong in English Usage? 17

Modes of Linguistic Communication 19

Speaking 19

Writing 19

Signing 20

What Is Linguistics? 21

What Are the Branches of Linguistics? 22

Computers and Language 22

What Is Computational Linguistics? 22

Computers and Machine-Readable Texts 23

Summary 24
Exercises 25

X



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Internet and Other Resources 27

Internet 27

Videos 28

Suggestions for Further Reading 28

Advanced Reading 29

References 29

Part One Language Structures
31

Chapter 2 Words and Their Parts: Lexicon and Morphology 33

Introduction: Words Are Tangible 34

What Does it Mean to Know a Word? 34

Lexical Categories (Parts of Speech) 35

How to Identify Lexical Categories 35
Verbs 36

Subcategories of Verbs 37
Nouns 37

Adjectives 38

Pronouns 38

Personal Pronouns 38

Demonstrative Pronouns 38

Interrogative Pronouns 39

Relative Pronouns 39

Indefinite Pronouns 39

Determiners 39

Prepositions and Postpositions 39
Adverbs 40

Conjunctions 41

Morphemes Are Word Parts That Carry Meaning 41

Some Morphemes Are Free, Some Bound 42

Morphemes That Derive Other Words 42

Inflectional Morphemes 44

How Are Morphemes Organized within Words? 45

Morphemes Are Ordered in Sequence 45
Affixes 45

Infixes 45

Morphemes Can Be Discontinuous 45

Circumfixes 45

Interweaving Morphemes 46



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Portmanteau Words Contain Merged Morphemes 46

Morphemes Are Organized in Hierarchies 46

How Do Languages Increase Their Vocabulary? 47

Some Word Classes Are Open, Some Closed 48
How to Derive New Words 48

Affixes 48

Reduplication 49

Compounds 49

Shortenings 50

Acronyms 50

Blends 50

Back Formation 51

Conversion or Functional Shift 51

Semantic Shift 52

Borrowing Words 52

Inventing Words 53

What Are the Types of Morphological Systems? 54

Isolating Morphology 54

Agglutinating Morphology 55

Inflectional Morphology 55

Grammatical Functions of Inflections 56

Using Computers to Study Words 61

Summary 64
Exercises 64

Based on English 64

Based on Languages Other Than English 68

Internet Resources 71

Suggestions for Further Reading 72

Advanced Reading 73

References 73

Chapter 3 The Sounds of Languages: Phonetics 74

Sounds and Spellings: Not the Same Thing 75

Same Spelling, Different Pronunciations 75

Same Pronunciations, Different Spellings 76

Whys and Wherefores of Sound/Spelling Discrepancies 76

Advantages of Fixed Spellings 78

Independence of Script and Speech 78



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Phonetics: The Study of Sounds 79

Phonetic Alphabets 79

The Vocal Tract 81

Describing Sounds 82

Voicing 82

Manner of Articulation 83

Place of Articulation 84

Consonant Sounds 85

Stops 85
Fricatives 85

Affricates 87

Obstruents 87

Approximants 88
Nasals 88

Clicks, Flaps, Trills 89

Vowel Sounds 90

Vowel Height and Frontness 90

Diphthongs 91

Other Articulatory Features of Vowels 92

Tenseness 92

Rounding 92

Length 92
Nasalization 92

Tone 93

Computers and Phonetics 95

Summary 96
Exercises 97

Based on English 97

Internet Resources 102

Suggestions for Further Reading 103

Chapter 4 The Sound Systems of Language: Phonology 104
Introduction: Sounds in the Mind 105

Phonemes and Allophones 108

Distribution of Allophones 109

Phonological Rules and Their Structure 113

Generalizing Phonological Rules 116



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Natural Classes of Sounds 117

Underlying Forms 117

Rule Ordering 118

Syllables and Syllable Structure 121

Phonotactic Constraints 123

Sniglets 124

Stress 124

Syllables and Stress in Phonological Processes 125

The Interaction of Morphology and Phonology 125

English Plural, Possessive, and Third-Person Singular Morphemes 126

English Past-Tense Morpheme 128

Underlying Phonological Form of Morphemes in the Lexicon 128
Consonants 129

Vowels 130

Computers and Phonology 131

Summary 132
Exercises 134

Based on English 134

Based on Languages Other Than English 135

Internet Resources 139

Suggestions for Further Reading 139

Advanced Reading 139

References 139

Chapter 5 The Structure of Phrases and Sentences:

Syntax 141

Introduction: Referring and Predicating 142

Sentence Types 142

Simple Sentences = Clauses 143
Coordinate Sentences 143

Complex Sentences 143
Embedded Clauses 143

Subordinators 144

Constituency and Tree Diagrams 145

Tree Diagrams 145

Constituency 147



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Linear Order of Constituents 148

Hierarchical Order of Constituents 150

Structural Ambiguity 151

Major Sentence Constituents 152

Noun Phrase and Verb Phrase 152

Relating Active and Passive Sentences 154

Phrase-Structure Rules 155

Expanding Noun Phrase 155

Expanding Prepositional Phrase 156

Expanding Sentence and Verb Phrase 156

Phrase-Structure and Tree Diagrams 157

Refining Phrase-Structure Rules 158

Subject, Direct Object, and Other Grammatical Relations 160

Immediate Dominance 160

Subject and Direct Object 160

Transitive and Intransitive 161

Grammatical Relations 161

Passive Sentences and Structure Dependence 161

Surface Structures and Deep Structures 162

Equi-NP Deletion 162

Transformations 164

Subject-Auxiliary Inversion and WH-Movement Transformations 164

Yes/No Questions 164

Information Questions 166

Relative Clause Formation 167

COMP Node 168

Types of Transformations 169

Constraints on Transformations

Coordinate NP Constraint 170

Relative Clause Constraint 171

Constraints and Language Learning

Computers and the Study of Syntax 172

Summary 173
Exercises 174

Based on English 174

Based on Languages Other Than English 179

Internet Resources 180



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Suggestions for Further Reading 180

Advanced Reading 181

References 181

Chapter 6 The Study of Meaning: Semantics 182

Introduction 183

What Is Meaning? 183

Referential, Social, and Affective Meaning 185

Referential Meaning 185

Social Meaning 185

Affective Meaning 186

Word Meaning, Sentence Meaning, and Utterance Meaning 187

Meaning of Words and Sentences 187

Scope of Word Meaning 188

Meaning of Utterances 189

Lexical Semantics 190

Lexical Fields 190

Hyponymy 191

Part/Whole Relationships 194

Synonymy 194

Antony my 195
Converseness 197

Polysemy and Homonymy 197

Metaphorical Extension 199

Lexical Semantics: Discovering Relationships in the Lexicon 201

Function Words and Categories of Meaning 202

Tense and Modality 202
Reference 203

Deixis 204

Personal Deixis 204

Spatial Deixis 206

Temporal Deixis 207
Deixis as a Semantic Notion 208

Semantic Roles and Sentence Meaning 209

Semantic Roles and Grammatical Relations 212

Computers, Corpora, and Semantics 214

Summary 216



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Exercises 217

Based on English 217

Based on English and Other Languages 221

Internet Resources 222

Suggestions for Further Reading 223

Advanced Reading 223

References 223

Chapter 7 Language Universals and Language Typology 225

Similarity and Diversity across Languages 226

Why Uncover Universals? 226

Language Types 227

Examples of Language Universals and Language Types 229

Semantic Universals 229

Pronouns 229

Phonological Universals 233

Vowel Systems 233

Nasal and Oral Vowels 235

Consonants 236

Syntactic and Morphological Universals 237

Word Order 237

Possessor and Possessed Noun Phrases 238

Prepositions and Postpositions 239
Relative Clauses 239

Overall Patterns of Ordering 240

Relativization Hierarchy 241

Types of Language Universals 243

Absolute Universals and Universal Tendencies 243

Implicational and Nonimplicational Universals 244

Explanations for Language Universals 244

Original Language Hypothesis 245

Universals and Perception 245

Acquisition and Processing Explanations 245

Social Explanations 246

Computers and the Study of Language Universals 247



CONTENTS IN DETAIL X v i i

Summary 250
Exercises 250

Based on English 250

Based on Languages Other Than English 251

Internet Resource 256

Suggestions for Further Reading 256

Advanced Reading 257

References 257

Part
Two

Language Use
259

Chapter 8 Information Structure and Pragmatics 261
Introduction: Encoding Information Structure 262

Categories of Information Structure 264

Given Information and New Information 264

Topics 265
Contrast 266

Definite Expressions 268

Referential Expressions 270

Generic and Specific Expressions 271

Categories of Information Structure 271

® Pragmatic Categories and Syntax 272

Fronting 272
Left-Dislocation 274

It Clefts and WH Clefts 276

Sentence Stress 278

Information Structure Morphemes 278
Passives 279

Word Order 281

The Relationship of Sentences to Discourse: Pragmatics 282

Computers and Pragmatics 283

Summary 286
Exercises 286

Based on English 286

Based on Languages Other Than English 290

Internet Resource 292



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Suggestions for Further Reading 292

Advanced Reading 293

References 294

Chapter 9 Speech Acts and Conversation 295

Language in Use 296

Sentence Structure and the Function of Utterances 297

Speech Acts 298

Types of Speech Acts 298
Locutions and Illocutions 298

Distinguishing among Speech Acts 299

Appropriateness Conditions and Successful Declarations 300
Successful Promises 300

Successful Requests and Other Speech Acts 301

The Cooperative Principle 301

Maxim of Quantity 302
Maxim of Relevance 303

Maxim of Manner 303

Maxim of Quality 304

Violations of the Cooperative Principle 304

Indirect Speech Acts 305

Characteristics of Indirect Speech Acts 305

Indirect Speech Acts and Shared Knowledge 306

Politeness 306

Positive and Negative Politeness 306

Speech Events 307

The Organization of Conversation 308

Turn Taking and Pausing 309

Turn-Taking Signals 309

Getting the Floor 311

Adjacency Pairs 311

The Structure of Adjacency Pairs 312

Insertion Sequences 313

Preferred and Dispreferred Responses 313

Opening Sequences 314

Opening Sequences in Other Cultures 315

Functions of Opening Sequences 315

Closing Sequences 316

Conversational Routines 317

Repairs 317



CONTENTS IN DETAIL —-

Politeness: An Organizational Force in Conversation 318

Cross-Cultural Communication 319

Computers, Speech Acts, and Conversation 320

Summary 320
Exercises 321

Based on English 321

Resources 325

Video 325

Suggestions for Further Reading 325

Advanced Reading 325

References 326

Chapter 10 Language Variation across Situations of Lise:

Registers 329

Introduction: The Clocks of Ballyhough 330

Language Varies within a Speech Community 330

Language Choice in Multilingual Societies 330

Linguistic Repertoires in Brussels, Teheran, and Los Angeles 331

Switching Varieties within a Language 332

Speech Situations 332

Elements of the Speech Situation 333

Registers in a Monolingual Society 334

Markers of Register 336

Lexical Markers of Register 336
Terms of Address 337

Slang 337

Phonological Markers of Register 339

Grammatical Markers of Register 342

Semantic Markers of Register 343

Similarities and Differences between Spoken and Written Registers 344

Two Registers Compared 346

Lexicon and Grammar 347

Vocabulary 348

Nouns and Pronouns 348

Prepositions and Prepositional Phrases 348
Verbs 349

Negation 349
Adverbs 349



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Passive Voice 350

Questions 350

Reduced Relative Clauses 350

Conjoining 350

Phonology 351

Comparing Registers 351

Textual Dimensions in Register Variation 351

Sets of Co-occurring Features 352

Involved versus Informational Texts 353

Narrative Texts 355

English and Other Languages 357

Computers and the Study of Register Variation 358

Summary 359
Exercises 360

Based on English 360

Internet Resource 366

Suggestions for Further Reading 366

Advanced Reading 367

References 367

Chapter 11 Language Variation among Social Groups
Dialects 369

Language or Dialect: Which Do You Speak? 370

Social Boundaries and Dialects 371

Distinguishing between Dialects and Registers 371

How Do Languages Diverge and Merge? 371

Dialects or Languages? 372

Language Merger in an Indian Village 373

Language/Dialect Continua 374

National Varieties of English 375

American and British National Varieties 375

Regional Varieties of American English 377

Mapping Dialects 379

Determining Isoglosses 379

Dialect Boundaries 382

The Dictionary of American Regional English 386

Dialect Patterns in the United States 391

Comparing American and British Regional Distributions 391



CONTENTS IN DETAIL — X X I

Ethnic Varieties of American English 394

African-American English 395

Phonological Characteristics 395

Grammatical Characteristics 396

Chicano English 397

Socioeconomic Status Varieties: English, French, and Spanish 399

New York City 399

Norwich, England 404

Montreal, Canada 405

Argentina 405

The Language Varieties of Women and Men 407

Why Do Stigmatized Varieties Persist? 410

Computers and the Study of Dialect 412

Summary 413
Exercises 414

Based on English 414

Internet and Other Resources 419

Video and Audio Recordings 420

Suggestions for Further Reading 420

Advanced Reading 421

References 422

Chapter 12 Writing 426
Introduction 427

The Historical Evolution of Writing 427

The Leap from Pictures to Writing 428

Writing Systems 430

Syllabic Writing 431

Logographic Writing 438

Modern Chinese Characters 439

Alphabetic Writing and Orthography 442

Developing Writing Systems in Newly Literate Societies 445

Computers and Writing 446

Summary 447
Exercises 447

Internet Resources 449



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Suggestions for Further Reading 450

Advanced Reading 450

References 450

Part Three Language Change

and Language Development 451

Chapter 13 Language Change over Time:
Historical Linguistics 453

Do Living Languages Always Change? 454

Language Families and the Indo-European Family 455

How to Reconstruct the Linguistic Past 458

Polynesian and Pacific Background 458

Polynesian Languages and Their History 461

Comparative Reconstruction 462

Subgroups 464

Reconstructing the Proto-Polynesian Vocabulary 466

Historical Linguistics and Prehistory 469

What Are the Language Families of the World? 471

Counting Speakers and Languages 471

The Indo-European Family 472

Germanic Group 472

Italic Group and Romance Subgroup 474

Slavonic Group 476

Indo-Iranian Group 477

Hellenic Group 478

Other Indo-European Language Groups 478

The Sino-Tibetan Family 478

The Austronesian Family 480

The Afroasiatic Family 480

The Three Major Language Families of Sub-Saharan Africa 482

Other Language Families of Asia and Europe 484

The Dravidian Family 484

The Mon-Khmer Family 484

The Tai Family 485

The Caucasian Family 485

The Turkic Family 485

The Uralic Family 485

Japanese 485

Korean 486

Vietnamese 486

Other Isolated Languages of Asia and Europe 486



CONTENTS IN DETAIL xxiii

Native American Languages 486

Eskimo-Aleut 486

Algonquian 486

Muskogean 486
Athabaskan 487

Iroquoian 488
Siouan 488

Penutian 488

Salishan 488

Uto-Aztecan 488

Hokan 488

Mayan 488

Quechua 488

Tupi 489

Oto-Manguean 489

Totonacan 489

Extinct and Dying Amerindian Languages 489

Languages of Aboriginal Australia 489

Papuan Languages 490

Nostratic Macrofamily 490

Languages in Contact 491

Multilingualism 491

Bilingualism 491
Nativization 491

Pidgins 491

From Pidgin to Creole 492

Computers and the History of Languages 496

Summary 497
Exercises 497

Based on Languages Other Than English 497

Internet and Other Resources 501

Video 501

Suggestions for Further Reading 501

Advanced Reading 502

References 502

Chapter 14 Historical Development in English 505

A Thousand Years of Change 506

Where Does English Come From? 508

English Is a Germanic Language 509



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Germanic Sounds 509

Germanic Vocabulary 510

Morphology and Syntax in Indo-European 511

Periods in the History of English 511

Old English: 700-1100 512

Old English Script 512

Old English Sounds 513

Old English Vocabulary and Morphology 514

Compounds 514

Noun Inflections 514

Articles 515

Adjective Inflections 515
Personal Pronouns 517

Relative Pronouns 518

Verbs and Verb Inflections 518

Inflections and Word Order in Old English 519

Companions of Angels: A Narrative in Old English 521

Vocabulary in the Narrative 521

Function Words 521

Content Words 521

Grammar: Syntax and Morphology in the Narrative 523
Text Structure of the Narrative 523

Middle English: 1100-1500 523

The Norman Invasion 523

Middle English Vocabulary 524

Middle English Sounds 525

Vowels 525

Consonants and Consonant Clusters 525

Middle English Inflections 525

Nouns 525

Adjectives 527

Middle English Word Order 527

Where Men and Women Go All Naked: A Middle English Travel Fable 528

Vocabulary in the Fable 528

Morphology in the Fable 528

Syntax in the Fable 530

Modern English: 1500-Present 530

Early and Late Modem English 531

Phonology: The English Vowel Shift 531

Modern English Morphology 531



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

Verbs 531

Definite Article 532

Indefinite Article 532

Personal Pronouns 532

Modern English Word Order 534

Modern English Vocabulary 534

How Computers Track Change in English 535

Summary 538
Exercises 538
Internet and Other Resources 541

Video and Audio Recordings 542

Suggestion for Further Reading 542

Advanced Reading 542

References 543

Chapter 15 Acquiring First and Second Languages 545

Introduction 546

Acquiring a First Language 547

Principles of Language Acquisition 548

Maturation and Symbolization 548

Using Tools 548

All Languages Are Equally Challenging 549

Adult Input in Language Acquisition 549

Baby Talk: How Adults Talk to Children 550

Stages of Language Acquisition 552

Babbling 552

One-Word Stage 553

Two-Word Stage 553

Beyond Two Words 554

How Children Acquire Morphology and Grammar 555

What Determines Acquisition Order? 556

Exceptions and Overgeneralizations 556
Sentence Structure 557

Negation 557

Questions 557

How Fast Do Children Acquire Vocabulary? 558

How Do Children Acquire the Sounds of Language? 558

Substituting and Omitting Sounds 560

Determinants of Acquisition Order 561

Phonological Idioms 562



CONTENTS IN DETAIL

How Do Researchers Study Language Acquisition? 562

Receptive Competence and Productive Competence 563
“FIS” Phenomenon 563

Big Bigs 563

Wugs and Other Experimental Techniques 564

Acquiring a Second Language 565

First and Second Languages 565

Comparing First- and Second-Language Acquisition 566

Motivation’s Role in Second-Language Learning 567
Instrumental Motivation 567

Integrative Motivation 567

Teaching and Learning Foreign Languages 568

Contrastive Analysis 568

Interlanguage 569

Fossilizing 569

The Role of Attitudes in Second-Language Learning 570

Do Animals and Humans Communicate Alike? 571

How Animals Communicate in Their Natural Environment 571

Can Chimpanzees Learn Human Language? 572

Did Project Nim Fail? 573

Conclusions and Implications 574

Computers and Language Learning 575

Summary 576
Exercises 577

Internet and Other Resources 579

Video Recordings 579

Suggestions for Further Reading 580

Advanced Reading 581

References 582

Glossary 585
Index 597

Index of Languages 608
Index of Internet Sites 611

Index of Videos 611

Acknowledgments 613


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]
	[Seite 6]
	[Seite 7]
	[Seite 8]
	[Seite 9]
	[Seite 10]
	[Seite 11]
	[Seite 12]
	[Seite 13]
	[Seite 14]
	[Seite 15]
	[Seite 16]
	[Seite 17]
	[Seite 18]
	[Seite 19]
	[Seite 20]


