
Contents

Acknowledgements
General Editors Introduction

1 Introduction: Defining the Issues
English literature as a subject
The examination system
The literary curriculum
What follows?

2 Planning the Course
What is the course to achieve?
Attitudes towards teaching and

learning in the examination years
Planning the course
Choosing books for study

3 Studying Literature
What do students learn?
Approaching the text: a teacher

prepares
Practising criticism
Learning to write about literature

4 T eaching The Taming of the Shrew
at A-level

Case study by Richard Gill

5 Teaching Gamer’s Red Shift for an
Alternative A-level

Case study by Terry Gifford

6 Working with Plays
The drama curriculum
Particular difficulties
Some principles
Practical approaches
Comparative approaches
Analytic approaches



Teaching Pinter for Examinations
Case study by Bill Greenwell

Working with Fiction
The prose curriculum
Particular difficulties
Some principles
Practical approaches
Comparative approaches
Analytic approaches

Teaching Heller’s Catch-22
Casestudy by Judith Atkinson

Working with poetry
The poetry curriculum
Particular difficulties
Some principles
Practical approaches
Comparative approaches
Analytic approaches

Teaching T.S. Eliot: Travelling
Hopefully

Casestudy by’Jane Ogborn

Conclusion: Looking Forward

Notes and References
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