
Contents

Acknowledgments page vii

Chapter 1 Centrality 1
1.1 Reduction and the wholesome base 3
1.2 Skirting empiricist influences 12
1.3 Methodology 16
1.4 Three features of laws 21

Chapter 2 Humean analyses 28
2.1 Naive regularity analyses 29
2.2 Induction, laws, and lawhood 40
2.3 Simplicity, strength, and best

balance 45
2.4 Epistemology and metaphysics 55

Chapter 3 Humean supervenience 57
3.1 The mirror argument 60
3.2 Some conceptual geography:

A look at chance 68
3.3 Vacuous laws and the varieties of

supervenience 75
3.4 Ethics, mind, and the laws of nature 81

Chapter 4 A realist perspective 86
4.1 Lawless reality 87
4.2 Van Fraassen’s antirealism 96
4.3 The argument for Humeanism 102

Chapter 5 Causation 117
5.1 The causal commitments of nomic

dependencies 121
5.2 Lawfully equivalent epiphenomena 127

v



5.3 Probabilistic causation 134
5.4 Instantaneous causation 141
5.5 Causal commitments confirmed 147

Chapter 6
The limits of inquiry

150

Appendix A: Nomic platonism
161

A.l Universals, lawhood, and
reduction 162

A. 2 Abstract particulars, lawhood,
and reduction 174

A.3 Ontology and the problem of
laws 179

Appendix B: Defending (SC)
182

B.l Direct challenges 183
B.2 An indirect challenge 185

References
190

Index
197

VI


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


