
CONTENTS

List of Contributors ix

INTRODUCTION xi

Stephen Wagg

1 ‘AT EASE, CORPORAL* 1

Social class and the situation comedy in British television,
from the 1950s to the 1990s

Stephen Wagg

2 THE LANCASHIRE SHAMAN 32

Frank Randle and Mancunian Films

C.P. Lee

3 BUTTERFLIES AND CAUSTIC ASIDES 50

Housewives, comedy and the feminist movement

Maggie Andrews

4 TARTS, TAMPONS AND TYRANTS 65

Women and representation in British comedy
Laraine Porter

5 CERTAIN LIBERTIES HAVE BEEN TAKEN WITH CLEOPATRA 94

Female performance in the Cany On films

Frances Gray

6 PUNCHING YOUR WEIGHT 111

Conversations with Jo Brand

Stephen Wagg



CONTENTS

7 THE STRAIGHT MEN OF COMEDY 137
Mark Simpson

8 SUITS AND SEQUINS 146
Lesbian comedians in Britain and the US in the 1990s
Frances Williams

9 ‘YEAH, AND I USED TO BE A HUNCHBACK’ 165
Immigrants, humour and the Marx Brothers
C.P. Lee

10 ‘WHERE EVERYBODY KNOWS YOUR NAME’ 180

Open convictions and closed contexts in the American
situation comedy
Paul Wells

11 CRINGE AND STRUT 202

Comedy and national identity in post-war Australia
John McCollum

12 ‘SERIOUS T’ING’ 221

The black comedy circuit in England
Stephen Small

13 ‘THEY ALREADY GOT A COMEDIAN FOR GOVERNOR’ 244
Comedians and politics in the United States and Great Britain
Stephen Wagg

14 VIZ 273
Gender, class and taboo
Dave Huxley

15 HEARD THE ONE ABOUT THE WHITE MIDDLE-CLASS
HETEROSEXUAL FATHER-IN-LAW? 291

Gender, ethnicity and political correctness in comedy
Jane Littlewood and Michael Pickering

viii

Index 313


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]


