
TABLE OF CONTENTS

Acknowledgements . xi
Abbreviations . xin

1. Introduction . 1
1.1. Preliminary Remarks . 1
1.2. The Prophet Amos . 2

2. “Filius ac Pater eius ierunt ad Puellam ” . A Study in Am 2, 7B-8 11
2.1. Preliminary Remarks . The Context . 11
2.2. Amos 2, 6-8 . 14
2.2.1. The Problem of the Maid (hn r̂k) . 17
2.2.1.1. Is the ncrh  a Cult Prostitute ? . 21
2.2.1.2. Cultic Prostitution in the Ancient Near East . 22
2.2.1.3. The Old Testament Evidence concerning Cultic

Prostitution . 26
2.2.1.4. The ncrh  as a mrzh  Hostess . 33

3. The Prophet as Missionary . Studies in Am 4, 1-13 . 37
3.1. The Cows of Bashan . 37
3.1.1. A Digression . The Cow as a Fertility Symbol in the

Ancient Near East . A few Examples . 44
3.2. The Words of Amos against the Cults in Bethel and Gilgal

(Am 4, 4-5) . 47
3.2.1. Bethel in the Biblical Tradition . 49
3.2.2. The Archaeology of Bethel . 51
3.2.3. Gilgal in the Biblical Tradition . 52
3.2.4. The Archaeology of Gilgal . 54
3.2.5. The Transgressions of the Israelites at Bethel and Gilgal 54
3.3. The Prophet as Missionary . Am 4, 6-13 . 58
3.3.1. The Text . 58
3.3.2. Am 4, 6-11(12) in the History of Research , and how it

should be interpreted . 59
3.3.3. The Disasters of Am 4, 6-11 . 67

4. Religious Polemics in Amos 5 . 76
4.1. The Composition and Contents of Chapter 5 . 76
4.2. Lamentation and Fertility . A few Remarks . 82
4.3. The “ Day of Yahweh ” in Amos 5, 18-20 . 89
4.3.1. Preliminary Remarks . 89



VIII TABLE OF CONTENTS

4.3.2. The “ Day of Yahweh ” in recent Scholarship . A short
Outline . 89

4.3.3. ywmyhwh  in the Message of the Prophets . 93
4.3.3.1. The Origin of the Idea of the “ Day of Yahweh ” in the

Prophets . A few Remarks . 97
4.3.3.2. The “Sitz im Leben”  of the “ Day of Yahweh ” in the

Prophets . 103
4.3.4. Amos 5, 18-20 . 108
4.4. Amos and the Sacrificial Cult . Am 5, 21-24 . Ill
4.5. Amos 5, 25-26 . 118

5. Am 6, 4-6. The mrzh  Institution . 127
5.1. Structure and Contents of Am 6, 1-14. The Text of Am 6,

4-7 . 127
5.2. The Ancient Near Eastern mrzh  Evidence . A Survey . 128

A) The Old Testament . 128
B) An Ostracon from Elephantine . 130
C) The Marseilles Tariff . 130
D) A Phoenician Inscription from Piraeus . 131
E) The Nabatean Evidence . 132
F) The Palmyrean Evidence . 133
G) The Ugaritic mrzh  Texts . 135

5.3. The mrzh  of Am 6, 4-6 against its Ancient Near Eastern
Background . 138

6. The Deities of Am 8, 14 . .. 143
6.1. The Structure and Contents of Chapter 8. The Text of 8, 14 143
6.2. Swearing by the Deity . 144
6.2.1. The Oath Formula hy . 146
6.3. The Deities of Am 8, 14 . 155
6.3.1. Preliminary Remarks . 155
6.3.2. The Goddess Ashima of Samaria . 157
6.3.2.1. The Ashima of II Kings 17, 30 and the Ashima of

Am 8, 14 . 159
6.3.2.2. The Goddess Ashima and the Elephantine Papyri . 167
6.3.2.3. The Hellenistic Evidence concerning the Goddess

Simia . 178
6.3.2.4. A few Final Remarks on the Goddess Ashima of the

Old Testament . 180
6.3.2.5. Samaria in the Book of Amos and in the Polemics of

the Prophets . 181
6.3.3. The God of Dan . 185
6.3.3.1. Dan in the Biblical Tradition . 187



TABLE OF CONTENTS IX

6.3.3.2. The Archaeology of Dan . 190
6.3.4. The drk of Beersheba . 191
6.3.4.1. Beersheba in the Bible and in Archaeology . 198

Bibliography . 202
Addenda . 226
Author index . 227
Scripture references . 233
Subject index . 242


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


