1.

CONTENTS

WHAT IS THE OLD TESTAMENT?

Names of the collection
Contents

Transmission
The study of the Bible

. WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

Composition

The meaning of the text
Textual criticism
Hebrew idiom

The reliability of the text
Varying textual traditions

. DID IT ALL HAPPEN?

Israel and Assyria

The story of David

The Persian period

The beginnings of history
The ‘judges period’

The Exodus

The patriarchs

Creation and flood

The importance of history
Story

WHAT DOES ARCHAEOLOGY CONTRIBUTE?

The larger setting

The contribution of archaeology: a real world

Historical links
A ‘patriarchal age’?

—

o0 O Ohvn N e

10
11
16
18

20

22

23
24

27
28
29
32
34
34

42

43
44
45
47



Contents

Excavations in Palestine
The new archaeology

. WHAT KIND OF SOCIETY WAS ISRAEL?

The social context of the Old Testament
Israel as unique?

What kind of origins?
Pre-monarchical society

The social structure of Isracl
The role of prophets

Prophets as royal servants
Different names for prophets
Central and peripheral prophets
Sociology and literature

A religious overview

Cultural awareness

. WHAT IS MAN?

Survivals

Comparative methods

Tabu

Holiness

Structuralism

The rules of language

The issues raised by anthropology

. THE OLD TESTAMENT AS LIBERATION?

Theology as liberation

Exodus as deliverance?

Attitudes to the poor

The role of women

Women’s studies and the Old Testament
Against the historical-critical method?
Hagar

A patriarchal world

God as masculine?



Contents xi

The Old Testament perception of women I11
Creation stories IT1
The Song of Songs 114

8. WHAT KIND OF LITERATURE? 116
Literary criticism: old style 116
Literary criticism: ncw style 117
God in a story 120
Interrelated stories 121
The intentions of the author 122
The limits of history 123
Belief through story 124
Prose and poetry 126
Problems of translation 128

Q. WHAT KIND OF RELIGION? 130
The distinctiveness of Israel’s religion 131
The priesthood 132
The role of the king 136
The prophets 138
Religious festivals 140
The God of Israel 142

10. IS A THEOLOGY POSSIBLE? 145
What is an Old Testament theology? 145
What kind of a God? 146

A community concern 152
Condemnation of religious practice 154

A place for doubt 156
Bibliography 158
Index of Passagces Cited 161

General Index 164



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


