
Contents
WWW

Acknowledgments 11

Preface 13

Propaganda Poem 17

Introduction
A Good Mother Who Can FindP 19

PART ONE
Dilemmas of Work and Family 27

Chapter One
Motherhood and the Theological Fie 29

A Sampling of the Dilemmas 29
Women Provide the Goods 31
On the Theological Platter 35

New Recipes , New Ingredients 38

Chapter Two
Generativity in Male Theory and Men’s Lives:

A Lesson in Exclusive Language 41
The “Norm ” for Development : A Mans Expert Definition 43

Generativity and the “Inner Space” 46
The Ideal of Generativity 49
“His Work Was His Life” 50

A Test Case : New Reproductive Technologies (NRTs) 53
Cogs in the Wheels 56

Retween a Rock and a Hard Place 58
Too Little , Too Late : A Lesson in Exclusive Language 60



ChapterThree

Generativity in Feminist Theory and Women’s Lives:
What’s a Feminist Mother to Do ? 64

Is Motherhood the Problem Feminism Can ’t Face ? 65

Wave upon Wave: Motherhood and the Flow of Feminist Waters 66
Log Jams and Dams : Abandoned Mothers ? Destroyed Families ? 69

Again, Distortions in the American Dream 71
Breakthroughs , or New Currents Running in Old, Muddy Channels ? 75

Women in the Trenches : Treading Water Between Waves 79
Whats a Feminist Mother to Do? Stir Up the Next Wave! 82

Chapter Four

Orpah’s Untold Story:
Generativity and Feminist Theology 84

What ’s a Feminist Christian Mother to Do ? 85

Orpahs of Today 87
“I Am Also a Mother ”: Reading Between the Lines 89

In the Interlude : A Pregnant Silence 92
Quickening 95

The Birth of New Horizons : “I Am Also a Mother ” 100

A Feminist Maternal Theology 104

PART TWO
The Mother ’s Voice:

New Visions of Work and Family 107

Chapter Five

Generativity Crises of My Own:
The Story Behind the Life 109

A Double Plot 110

“Am I a Woman?”: Writing a New Script 113
Frogs , Snails, and Feminist Tales: Pre -children Hassles 115

Life in a Shoe 118

“Daughters of Eve”: Reaching to Love One ’s Neighbor as Oneself 121
A Patchwork Story: The “Pitch in” Family 125

Religious Narratives : Crèche Scene with Kings, Shepherds , and Father 127



Chapter Six
Behold the Mother:

Generative Lessons Unknown to Men and Angels 131
Maternal Silence 133

Her Waters Have Broken : Birth as Catalyst to Seeing 134
Biological Motherhood : Epitome of Disorder 136

A Bedrock for Breaking the Silence : Behold , the Mother 137
Generative Lessons Unknown to Men and Angels 141

“Holding up Half the Sky” 144
So What Does It Mean to Lactate? 146

Undoing the Rule of Timothy : A Caveat About Biology 149

Chapter Seven
According to the Pace of the Children:

Generative Acts of Faith , Discipline , and Parental Inclination 152
According to the Pace of the Children 154

Seeing the Face of God 155
Seeing the Face of Death 159

Seeing the Truths of Love and Work 161
Sacrificing Love : Children Require Less 162
Caring Labor : Children Require More 167

Recovering Parental Inclinations 172

Chapter Eight
Returning to the Mothers House and Mending the Web:

A Good Enough Vision of the Generative Life 175
Orpah Revisited 177

A Second Reading of Generativity 180
Mending the Web : Generative Versus Separative Selfhood 182

Congregations as Holding Environments 185
Congregations as Communities of Prophets and Visionaries 188

Congregations as the Living Body 191

Notes 197

Bibliography 211


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


