CONTENTS

Preface VII
Abbreviations IX

PART 1: THE HISTORICAL LITERATURE

Chapter 1: The Literary Genres of the Former Prophets

1. History and other literary genres 7
2. Folk stories: anecdotes, Mdrchen ('fairy tales'),
sagas, tribal stories, heroic legends 8
3. Compositions from the royal court: lists of officials,
administrative lists, annals, history 18

4. From the sanctuaries and priesthood: cultic legends
(positive and negative), 'YHWH’s saving acts', temple

chronicles 30
5. Stories of the prophets’ disciples: legenda,
historiography, biography, paradigm and parable 36

Chapter 2: The Composition of the Former Prophets

1. The question of uniformity and continuity 42
2. The documentary hypothesis and its decline 44
3. The hypothesis of a deuteronomistic composition 435
4. The Ephraimite and the deuteronomistic compositions

and their methods 52
5. The Saul and David chapters 62
6. The organization of the Former Prophets 66

Chapter 3: Late Historiography

1. The Book of Chronicles: date of composition 70
2. The Book of Chronicles: sources, reliability and

ideological goals 75
3. The Book of Ezra~-Nehemiah 85
4. Ezra—Nehemiah and Chronicles %

5. Nehemiah’s memoirs; the end of Israelite
historiography 95



11 Content

Chapter 4: Late Narrative
1. The betrothal of Rebekah and the redemption of Ruth 100

2. Naboth’s vineyard and Susanna’s orchard 109
3. Circumcision at Shechem and an altar at the Jordan 116
4. David and Goliath, Ahab and Ben-hadad 123
5. Daniel and Nebuchadnezzar, Jeremiah and Nebuzaradan 134
6. The Book of Esther 147

PART 2: THE COMPOSITION OF THE PENTATEUCH

Chapter 1: Tradition and Criticism

1. The traditional view 159
2. Undermining the traditional view 162
3. The critical method: the Pentateuch’s multiplicity of authors 166

Chapter 2: The Documentary Hypothesis: Identifying
and Characterizing the Documents

1. Identifying one of the documents in the legal portion

of the Pentateuch 177
2. Identifying one of the documents in the narrative

portions of the Pentateuch 180
3. Connecting the document now identified with the

legal material: the Priestly laws 183
4. Additional portions of P 185
5. The inlaying of documents; further identification of P 187
6. The character of P 189
7. Identifying and characterizing D 195

8. Identifying and characterizing the J and E documents 206

Chapter 3: Dating the Documents

1. De Wette’s hypothesis regarding the date of D 214
2. Dating the remaining documents — Wellhausen and
Kaufmann; conclusions 217
3. More on the dates and origins of D and P 227
4. The question of the Holiness Code (H) 233
5. Series of laws; the sources of Israelite law 237

6. Late strata in the legal compilations 243



Content I

Chapter 4: Challenges to the Documentary Hypothesis

1. Form-criticism 250
2. Additional independent documents; the problem

with the documentary hypothesis model 253
3. History of tradition 256
4. Cassuto’s response to the documentary hypothesis 267
5. Factual evidence for historico-literary criticism

of the Pentateuch 274

Epilogue: The Composition of the Pentateuch in the
Light of Biblical Criticism 292

PART 3: THE PROPHETIC LITERATURE

Chapter 1: The Nature of the Prophetic Books

1. The first commitment of prophetic words to writing 301
2. Speeches by distinct prophets juxtaposed in one book 302
3. Secondary expansion of prophetic words 311
4. The elaboration of prophetic words by the disciples 319
5. Redaction in prophetic books 324
6. Prophecies of consolation: are they original? 328
7. Profile of a prophetic book: Isaiah 1-39 333

Chapter 2: The Arrangement of the Prophetic Books

1. Typical structure of the prophetic books 337
2. Smaller collections of prophecies 339
3. Identifying short units 341
4. Principles of the arrangement of units 346
5. The origin and nature of short prophetic units 350

Chapter 3: Genres of Prophetic Speech

1. Divine word and prophetic speech 395
2. 'Thus has said YHWH' — a messenger formula 358
3. Types of ancient prophecy 360

4. The legacy of ancient prophecy as embedded in
classical prophecy 366



v Content

Chapter 4: Social Functions of the Prophets

1. Prophet, king and war; prophecies against the nations 374
2. Prophets and temple 377

Chapter 5: The Prophets in the Light of Historico-
Literary Criticism

1. The prophets vis-a-vis their disciples 382
2. Tradition, reproof and prediction in prophetic speeches 385
3. The attitude to the cult 398

Chapter 6: Prophecy and Apocalyptic

1. The age of apocalypses; their pseudepigraphic nature 402
2. The reinterpretation of ancient prophecies; inquisitive

character; expectation of the ‘end’ 404
3. Angelology; unity of the worlds 405
4. Predestination and historical perspective 406
5. Universal outlook and the end of this world 408

PART 4: PSALMODY

Chapter 1: Psalmody and the Book of Psalms

1. Psalmody and its scope 413
2. The Book of Psalms — its five books: the Elohist Psalter 417
3. Collections within the Psalter; the arrangement of

psalms by association 422
4. The alphabetic acrostic psalms and their text 427
5. The text of the Book of Psalms 431

Chapter 2: The History of Psalms Literature

1. The traditional view and its difficulties 441
2. Historical criticism in the nineteenth century 446
3. The Gunkel school: literary genres and their Sitz im Leben 454
4. Criticism of Gunkel; the West Semitic heritage 466
5. Psalms of the enthronement of YHWH — the hypothesis of
Mowinckel 471

6. Dating the psalms on linguistic evidence 479



Content \Y
Chapter 3: Literary Aspects of Psalmody

1. The Psalms as an expression of creative imagination 485
2. Meir Weiss’s 'total interpretation' method 494
3. Evaluating literary expression according to A.L. Strauss 504

PART 5: THE WISDOM LITERATURE
Chapter 1: Wise and Wisdom in the Biblical Period

1. Wise and wisdom in the Bible; rhetoric 513
2. Expediency > b
3. Wisdom and morality 521
4. Wisdom and Israelite heritage 525

Chapter 2: The Wise and the History of Biblical Proverbs

1. The court and the city 529
2. The folk proverb and its reworking 531
3. The admonition 535

4. The development of proverbs: the speech and the debate 538

Chapter 3: From Proverbs to Collections

1. The creation and arrangement of collections in the

Book of Proverbs 542
2. The editing of the Book of Proverbs 549
3. Ecclesiastes 333
4. Ben Sira 557
5. Tractate Avot 564

Chapter 4: The Proverb and Other Wisdom Genres

1. The characteristics of the proverb 568
2. The fable and the quotation proverb 576
3. The riddle and the serial saying 583
4. The numerical saying 588

Chapter 5: Divine Wisdom

1. Wisdom as a divine trait 592
2. Wisdom as a divine gift; wise men and prophets 594



VI Content

3. Divine wisdom and human wisdom: the debate 598
4. Divine wisdom becomes sectarian 602
Epilogue 607
Index of Biblical Passages 611

Index of Authors 657



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]
	[Seite 5]
	[Seite 6]


