Contents

List of UHlustrations

Preface to the Third Edition
Preface to the Second Edition
Preface to the First Edition
Acknowledgments

1 Narrative and Life

The Universality of Narrative
Narrative and Time
Narrative Perception

2 Defining Narrative

The Bare Minimum

Story and Narrative Discourse

The Mediation (Construction) of Story
Constituent and Supplementary Events
Narrativity

3 The Borders of Narrative

Framing Narratives

Paratexts

The Outer Limits of Narrative
Hypertext Narrative

Is It Narrative, or Is It Life Itself?
Unnatural Narrative

Can a Story Go Backward?
Resisting the Reader

page xi
X1ii
X1V
XVi
XIX

12

12
15
20
22

24

29

29
31
33
33
36
39
40

41

Vil



V11l

Contents

4 The Rhetoric of Narrative

The Rhetoric of Narrative
Causation

Normalization

Masterplots

Narrative Rhetoric at Work

5 Closure

Conflict: The Agon
Closure and Endings
Closure, Suspense, and Surprise

Closure at the Level of Action and Expectations

Closure at the Level of Questions
The Absence of Closure

6 Narration

A Few Words on Interpretation

The Narrator

Does the Narrator Narrate Everything?
Voice

Focalization

Distance

Reliability

Free Indirect Discourse

Narration on Stage and Screen

7 Interpreting Narrative

The Implied Author
Underreading

Overreading

Gaps

Cruxes

Repetition: Themes and Motifs

8 Three Ways to Interpret Narrative

The Question of Wholeness in Narrative

Intentional Readings

46

46
47
50
52

56

39

90
92
95
96
98
101

106

106

108



Symptomatic Readings
Adaptive Readings

9 Adaptation Across Media

Adaptation As Creative Destruction
Duration and Pace

Character

Figurative Language

Temporal Gaps

Focalization in Narrative, Drama, and Film
Constraints of the Marketplace
Intermedial Storytelling

10 Character and Self in Narrative

Character versus Action

Flat and Round Characters
Can Characters Be Real?
Types

Autobiography

Life Writing As Performative

11 Narrative and Truth

Fiction and Nonfiction

How Do We Know If It’s Fiction or Nonfiction?

Historical Fact in Fiction
The Truth of Fiction

12 Narrative Worlds

Narrative Space

The Mind of the Storyworld

Multiple Worlds: Forking-Path Narratives
Multiple Worlds: Narrative Metalepsis

13 Narrative Contestation

A Contest of Narratives
A Narrative Lattice-Work

Contents ix

110
112

118

118
120
122
124
127
128
131
133

136

136
139
140
142
144
147

167

167
172
174
176



Contents

Shadow Stories

Motivation and Personality
Masterplots and Types

Revising Cultural Masterplots
Battling Narratives Are Everywhere

14 Narrative Negotiation: Conflict
Revisited

Narrative Negotiation
One Story, Multiple Conflicts, Multiple
Interpretations

15 Narrative Negotiation: Closure
Revisited

Closure at the Level of Questions
Closure without Closure
The End of Closure?

Notes

Select Bibliography

Glossary and Topical Index
Index of Authors and Narratives

190
191
193
195
197



	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]
	[Seite 4]


