
The Life of Words

Etymology and Modern Poetry

DAVID -ANTOINe/wILLIAMS

OXFORD
UNIVERSITY PRESS



Contents

Abbreviations and Conventions  xi

Proem 1

1. Origins 14
The Meaning of Etymology 14
Of Apples and Origins 20
Language as Life 32
Creating Language 39
Philosophical Etymology 46

2. Adaptations in the Age of the Arbitrary 56
Etymology after Saussure 56
Poetic Etymology: Irony and Belief 70
Seven Types of Etymological Ambiguity 79
The Etymological End of the Line 87

3. Etymological Recirculation in Seamus Heaney , R. F. Langley,
and J. H . Prynne 100

Word -Hoard : Seamus Heaney’s Heritage 100
Going with the Grain : R. F. Langley’s Semiosis of the Forest 112
Atomic Etymology: J. H. Prynne ’s Kazoo Dreamboats  133

4. Geoffrey Hill ’s Etymological Crux 150
Of Truth and Fable 150
The FaU 159
Our Métier 170
Error Is 176
God’s Grammar 187
Living Powers 192
His Dark Materials 200

5. Paul Muldoon ’s Etymological Thread 207
Clues 207
Fusion and Confusion 215
The Muldoonian ‘Or’ 223



X CONTENTS

Nomen est Omen 231
Poetymullogy 243
Muldoon ’s Soundprint 249

Afterword : . and it ends right here’ 256

Bibliography 259
Index of Metaphors 277
Index of Words , Names , and Roots 281
General Index 289


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


