
Perceptions of Society in
Communist Europe

Regime Archives and Popular Opinion

Edited by
Muriel Blaivė

BLOOMSBURY ACADEMIC;
LONDON • NEW YORK • OXFORD • NEW DF.LHI • SYDNEY



Contents

Contributors ix

Acknowledgements xi

Introduction Muriel Blaive  1

Part 1 From Post-War to Stalinism

1 Secret Agents: Reassessing the Agency of Radio Listeners in
Czechoslovakia (1945- 1953) Rosamund Johnston  15

2 Practices of Distance and Perceptions of Proximity: Trade Union
Delegates and Everyday Politics in Post-Second World War
Romania Adrian Grama  33

3 A Case Study of Power Practices: The Czechoslovak Stalinist Elite at the
Regional Level (1948- 1951) Marián Lóži 49

4 Policing the Police: The ‘Instructor Group’ and the Stalinization of the
Czechoslovak Secret Police (1948- 1951) Molly Pucci  65

Part 2 From Stalinism to Real Existing Socialism

5 Constructive Complaints and Socialist Subversion in Stalinist
Czechoslovakia: E.F. Burian’s Scandal in the Picture Gallery Shawn Clybor  85

6 Perceptions of Society in Czechoslovak Secret Police Archives: How a
‘Czechoslovak 1956’was Thwarted Muriel Blaive  101

7 Crises and the Creation of Institutions for Assessing Popular
Consumption Preferences in Communist Bulgaria (1953- 1970)
Martin K. Dimitrov  123

8 Who Is Afraid of Whom ? The Case of the ‘Loyal Dissidents’ in the
German Democratic Republic Sonia Combe  141

Part 3 From Real Existing Socialism to the End - and Beyond

9 Did Communist Children’s Television Communicate Universal

Values? Representing Borders in the Polish Series Four Tank-Men
and a Dog Machteld Venken  159

10 Between Censorship and Scholarship: The Editorial Board of the
Czechoslovak Academy of Sciences(1969- 1989) Libora Oates-Indruchová 177



Contentsviii

11 ‘How Many Days Have the Comrades ’Wives Spent in a Queue ?’
Appealing to the Ceau$escus in Late-Socialist Romania fillMassino  189

12 Authenticating the Past: Archives, Secret Police and Heroism in
Contemporary Czech Representations of Socialism Veronika Pehe  207

Bibliography 223
Index 239


	Inhaltsverzeichnis
	[Seite 1]
	[Seite 2]
	[Seite 3]


